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Mr, ASHMUN moved that the bill and amend- | 


ments be laid on the table. 

On whieh motion the yeas and nays were asked 
and ordered. s 

\ motion was made that the House adjourn. 

Rut the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurred and was taken on the 
motion of Mr. Asumvun, that the bill and amend- 
ments be laid on the table, and the vote resulted as 
follows: 

VEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Arnold, Ash- 
youn, Barringer, Bell, Blanchard, Brodhead, Milton Brown, 
ton, William W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, John 
&. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, 
Garrett Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dockery, Ed- 
cal, Elleworth, Erdinan, John H. Fwing, Edwin H. Ewing, 
Foot, Garvin, Giddings, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Grider, 
Grinnell, Grover, Hampton, Harper, Elias B. Holmes, John 
W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudsoa, Washington 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P. King, Preston 
King, Thomas Butler King, Leib, Lewis, Long. MeClean, 
MeHenry, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Niven, Pen- 
dleton, Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, 
schenek, Seaman, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Stephens, 











stewart, Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, James Thompson, | 


vVilden, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Wilmot, 
Winthrop, Woodruff, Wright, Young, and Yost—25. 

NAYS—Messers. Stephen Adains, Atkinson, Bayly. Bed- 
inger. Beaton, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brock- 
enbrough, W. G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Reuben Chapman, 
Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Cummins, 
Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, 
Dunlap, Faran, Fieklin, Fries, Giles, Hamlin, Haralson, 
Henley, Hoge, Isaae E. Holmes, Hopkins, Wough, George 8. 
Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, James H. Johnson, 
Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaut- 
man. Leake, La Sere, Ligon, Maclay, MeClelland, MeCier- 
pand, McConnell, MeCrate, Joseph J. MeDowell, James 
MeDowell, MeKav, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, 
Morse, Moulton, Norris, Owen, Payne, Perrill, Phelps, Pills- 
pary, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, Sawyer, Scammon, Sed- 
don, L. H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 
Stunton, Starkweather, Strong, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, 
Tibbatts, Tredway, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, and Wood- 
ward—91. 


So the bill and amendments were not laid on the 
table. 

The question now recurred on the motion of Mr. 
McKay to reconsider the vote by which the main 
question had been ordered. 

The SPEAKER inquired of Mr. McKay, 
whether he persisted in that motion? 

Mr. McK AY replied that his object was to mod- 
ify his amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Itcan only be done by unan- 
mous consent. 

Mr. McK AY. Task it. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. MecKAY. Then I persist in my motion. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were, yeas 89, nays 5. . 

So the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, July 14, 1846. 

As soon as the Journal had been read— 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said: I rise, Mr. 
President, to perform the first act for which an 
opportunity has been afforded me, in regard to a 
subject of which I can conscientiously say that 
never, in the discharge of any duty of a public 
nature, did IT approach a transaction or begin a 


discussion with a deeper sense or conviction of | 


the importance attached to it, or a stronger feel- 
ing of the responsibility devolving upon me as 
& member of the Senate. 


I am to present, with | 


the leave of the Senate, a petition against the bill | 
how before us, entitled ** An act to reduce the du- | 


ties on imports, and for other purposes.”’ 
Notwithstanding, Mr. President, the general ex- 


pectation, or rather the frequently repeated decla- | 


ration that the new Administration would think 


tone of its duties to repeal or greatly to modify | 


the act of 1842; notwithstanding the ni caer 


ee on the subject from the 


; § le su xecutive | 
vhief Magistrate, in his Inaugural Address and in | 


his Annual Message; and notwithstanding all the | 


expressions of apprehension which those opposed 


‘o the election of the present Chief Magistrate dis- | 


Unetly and strongly made during the pendency of 
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during which the bill has been under consideration 

in the other House, and the late hour of the ses- 

sion at which it made its appearance here: note 
' withstanding all these circumstances, and notwith- 
standing that the country had, I admit, the full 
means of knowine and should have taken notice 
of its progress accordingly; notwithstanding that 
the country, l admit, was put upon its prepara- 
tion, and oueht to have made that preparation, vet 
the fact is now unquestionable that the anpearonce 
of this bill in this House, with the prospect of its 
passing into a law, has taken the country by sur- 
prise, and, as stated in the paper which Tam about 
to present to the Senate, it is beginning to produce 
| consternation and alarm. Sir, it has not been ex- 
| pected anywhere, from the Potomac to the Penob- 
' scot, that a bill, founded upon the principles upon 
| which this bill is founded, and containine the pro- 
visions which this bill contains, could possibly re- 
ceive the sanction of Congress. The people were 
| unbelieving, and therefore they are taken by sur- 
| prise. Sir, it is not my purpose now to enter into 
| a discussion either of the principles of this bill or 
| of its provisions; but if my health holds out, under 

this broiling sun, it is my purpose, at a proper 
| time, to discharge what I think to be my duty, by 
a thorough examination of the principles of the 
hill, as well as a thorouch examination of all its 
details. I propose to do this, Mr. President, with- 
out indulging in crimination or denunciation, and 
T hope to show to the Senate and the country that 
this bill, so novel, so dangerous, so vicious in its 
general principles; so ill considered, so rash, and 
I must say so intemperate in many of its provis- 
| ions, cannot but produce in the country the most 
| serious and permanent mischief if it should become 
alaw. The bill assumes as its basis the ad valo- 
rem system exclusively, and it is the first instance 
in the existence of this Government of the adop- 
tion of such a system. 

This bill was pressed upon the consideration of 
| the Senate yesterday by the honorable Senator 
from Alabama with his accustomed ability and 
| perspicuity, as being founded on the only true 
principle; that principle being, in the estimation of 
the honorable Senator, far preferable to specific 
duties. And I think the honorable Senator al- 
most imputed to our forefathers, the authors of the 
first law for collecting duties from imports under 
this Government, fraudulent purposes; because he 
seems to consider that the ends and objects of re- 
sorting to specific duties from the beginning were 
to conceal from the people the amount of taxes 
paid by them. This is a bold proposition; and 
the proposition that ad valorem duties, even for 
revenue, are altogether preferable as a universal 
rule to specific duties, is a bold proposition—one 
which I have not heard before from the mouth of 
any public man. 
persons hanging about the custom houses, persons 
of anomalous character and standing; but I do 
not remember to have heard it from the lips ofa 


a universal system of ad valorem duties was de- 
sirable in any case to be adopted. 

Now, here we have it announced, at the com- 
mencement of this discussion, that the principle of 
this bill is the only true principle. That the bill 
can be sufficiently amended by any other amend- 
ments than such as touch this principle, I do -not 
believe. For myself, unless I shall see occasion, 
or feel it to be my duty to propose or to support 
amendments which go to change the principle of 


pose to trouble the Senate with any amendments, 
nor to hear me in support of any propositions to 
amend. 

Mr. President, it cannot and ought not to be 
concealed that there has been, and there is in all 
parts of the country, a strong desire that this tariff 
subject should be settled upon some permanent 
principle or means of justice, so that it shall not be 
agitated as often as a new election occurs. I be- 
| lieve that honorable and honest men of all parties, 
everywhere, wish this to be the case. I may say 
| there have been expectations entertained by others 





the election; notwithstanding, too, the long period || as well as myself—by leading gentlemen belonging 


69 





I have heard it, it is true, from | 


public man before, anywhere, or at any time, that | 


the bill, and to restore specific duties, I do not pro- | 
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to the ranks of the majority here, who are endeav- 
oring to deal with this subject in a statesmanlike 
manner, who desire to modify and accommodate 
this creat subject or branch of our legistation so as 
to establish it upon such grounds as it can stand 
upon with advantage to the country. IT have heard 
of some such movement, and I would fain look for 
it now if it were not too late; but, instead of that, 
there comes a bill which L must consider extreme 
in its principles, and uncertain, because untried, as 
all admit, and unknown. The honorable Senator 
from Alabama frankly admitted in his speech yes- 
terday that he could not bring the testimony of ex 
perience in favor of a bill like this. Instead of a 
healing measure, therefore, I must say it appears 
to be an extreme measure, and comes upon the 
country, from one end of it to the other—I mean 
that part of the country which may be considered, 
perhaps, as more immediately interested; that is, 
all the country from here to Maine—in the char- 
acter of an extreme and unexpected measure, and 
such an one as the people cannot persuade them- 
selves that Congress will ever pass. 

It is nat My purpose, sir, to anticipate the course 
of discussion which has been already begun, and 
in the outset of which the honorabie Senator from 
Alabama, the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance, has made his exposé of the views and pur- 
poses of the friends of the bill. IT will content 
myself to-day with listening to my honorable friend 
from Maine, who is a member of the same com- 
mittee; but T think there can be no more appro- 
priate time for me to present the petition which I 
hold inmy hand, and which is signed by every 
dry goods Importing firm of the city of Boston. 
If I understood correctly the honorable Senator 
from Alabama yesterday, he said that ad valorem 
duties had never been complained of, as far as he 
knew, except by manufacturers, Now, sir, here 
is a paper, bearing, as I said, the signatures of all 
the importing merchants of dry goods in the city 
of Boston, drawn up by themselves, after the ap- 
vearance of this bill in the other House, which has 

een sent to me for presentation here, and I will 
now read it: 
To the honorable Senate of the United States of America: 

The undersigned, your memorialists, would respectfully 
represent that they are importers of foreign goods into the 
city of Boston, and, as such, they have examined with 
alarin and consternation the bill recently passed by the 
Jlouse of Representatives to change, in a great measure, our 
system of collecting duties on imports. 

Should the bill referred to become the law of the land, we 
are fully convinced that we shall be compelled to abandon 
our business into the hands of unserupulous foreigners, who 
have little or no regard to our custom-house oaths, 

From long experience we are entirely satisfied that we 
cannot compete with this class where duties are based 
merely on the ad valorem principle. 

Without expressing any opinion respecting the amount of 
duties which should be levied, we earnestiy pray your hon 
orable body that the bill may be so far amended as to have 
all duties made specific which in their nature can be so 
arranged. [Signed by 48 firms. ] 

The honorable Senator from Alabama will now 
find that there are complaints, if he did not hear 
of any before, against ad valorem duties; and I 
believe, sir, it is the case that a memorial equally 

' sirong and almost equally unanimously signed by 
the importers of reputation and character, both 
native and foreign, of the city of New York, is 
now in the possession of the Senate, or soon will 
be. I may say I know of its existence, and I 
wish to draw the attention of the Senate to it, for 
it goes more into detail. 

3ut what am I to do with this petition? There 

is no committee to refer it to. It is a thing before 
| unheard of in the history of the Senate, that a 
| great measure of this sort, necessarily depending 
so much on detail, should be received from the 
House, and carried into discussion without being 
submitted to the examination of a committee. A 
bill so greatly affecting the revenue and the com- 
merce of the country, not to be examined even by 
the Committee on Finance! When, under what 
Administration, under what exigency of war or 
peace, did the Senate ever before deal in this man- 
ner with such a question as this? Never; never. 
There seems, therefore, to be no other mode of 
making the opinions of the petitioners and the 
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facts they state, and the reasons which they urge, 
known even to the Senate, than by reading their 
petition, because we all know that to present pa- 
pers to the Senate, and send them to the printer 
without examination, is to place them where they 
are very apt to be lost sight of. I shall feel it my 
duty, therefore, in regard to petitions and memo- 
rials xent to me, (and they are alresdy very numer- 
ous,) to state their contents to the Senate, to make 
those contents known as far as it may be in my 
power to the Senate and to the country, in order 
that whatever light we can command upon a sub- 
ject of such vital importance may be thrown 
around it. IT present this petition, therefore, and 
ask that it may be printed. 


Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of The- 
odore F. Johnson and others, manufacturers of 
glass and soap in the city of Philadelphia, praying 
that the existing duty on soda ash may not be in- 
creased; which was ordered to be printed and laid 
on the table. 

Mr. BREESE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was acreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
he instructed to inquire into the expe dien *y of de- 
fining, by law, the cases in which officers of the 
navy, doing duty in a superior grade on foreign 
atations, shall be entitled to the pay and emolu- 
ments of such superior rrade; 


and also into the eX- 
pediency of allowing to all passed midshipmen the 
pay and emoluments of their grade. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported back, without amendment, the (House) 


**billto exempt canal boats from the payment of 


fees and hospit tl money.”’ 
On motion of Mr. D., the Senate proce eded, as 


in committee of the whole, to the consideration of 


the bill, which was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be 
passed, 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury, made in 
compliance w ith “a re solution of the Senate calling 
for a statement of the revenue received from the 
customs for the three first quarters of the present 
year, and the amount expected from that 
for the fourth quarter. 

Mr. EVANS called for the reading, which was 
ordered ; and the report was read by the Secretary, 
and ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back the bill to establish and or- 
ganize an Executive bureau under the exclusive 
control and direction of the President of the United 
States, with an amendment. 


read a third time, and 


source 


Mr. PENNYBACKER, from the Committee ' 


on Claims, reported back, without amendment, 
the bill to provide for the final setllement of the 


accounts of John Spencer, late receiver of public 


moneys at Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
Mr. RUSK moved that the bill in relation to 


adding the naval establishment of Texas to that of 


the United States, be taken up. 

Mr. DIX expressed the hope that the motion 
would be withdrawn. 
warehouse bill, which was laid over until to-day, 
would be allowed the preference. : 


Mr. RUSK modified his motion, so as to make | 


the bill the special order for to-morrow, twelve 
o’clock; and, so modified, it was agreed to. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, announcing that said House had con- 
curred in the Senate amendment to the bill to estab- 
lish the collection district of Chicago. 

Also, that the said House had passed the Senate 
bill for the relief of Nathaniel Stafford. 


Also, the Senate bill to graduate and reduce the | 


price of the public lands, with an amendment. 
Also, that the House had considered the Senate 
bill for the improvement of the Ohio, Mississijpi, 


and Arkansas rivers, and resolved that it do not , 


pass. 

Also, announcing that the President had notified 
the House that he had signed and approved the 
bill authorizing the sale of the mineral lands in the 
State of Illinois and Territories of Wisconsin and 
lowa, supposed to contain lead ore. 


THE WAREHOUSE BILL. 


The bill to amend an act entitled “ An act to | 


provide revenue from imports, and to change and 
modify existing laws imposing duties on imports 


' duty on imports, and for other purposes; 


He was desirous that the | 


, ernment required. 


= = 
and for other purposes ’’ was then taken up, and || if they were to vote for a change in the SYsten 


read a third time. 

The question being upon the passage of the bill, 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON commenced some re- 
maks in opposition to the bill, but before he had 
made much progress, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON moved that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until to- 
morrow, in order to take up the special order for 
twelve o’clock to-day, that hour having arrived; 
which motion was assented to by Mr. Dix, and 
ad ype d. 


THE TARIFF. 


The Senate then, as in committee of the whole, | 


resumed the discussion of the * bill reducing the 
” when 
Mr. EVANS rose and thus addressed the Sen- 
The honorable chairman of the committee 
of Finance, from whom we may always expect 
ready, full, and accurate information on subjects 
of this sort, found himself embarrassed in conse- 
quence of the very short period which has been 
allowed to the consideration of this measure and 
hy the want of official and accurate information. 
The Senate will therefore readily appreciate in 
what condition [ stand. And, indeed, I should 
feel that I owed an apology to the Senate for un- 
dertaking to address it at all at this period, upon 
this subject, were it not that every other member 
of the Senate is probably in precisely the same 

ituation. It pleased the Senate not to allow an 
opportunity for the full investigation of this bill, 
and for obtaining accurate information, so neces- 
sary in enabling us to come to a proper under- 
standing of the measure. It did seem to me when 
this bill eame from the House of Representatives, 
that it was orderly, fit, and proper that it should 
he referred to the committee of which the honor- 
able Senator from Alabama is chairman, so that 
he might be enabled to communicate to the Senate 
these very facts, and that very information, the 
want of which he took occasion more than once 
to deplore, in the course of remarks which he sub- 
mitted to the hody yesterday. And although, in 
these circumstances, quite unprepared—as proba- 
bly almost every other gentleman is—to speak or 
to act on this measure, | shall nevertheless vive, 
with as much brevity as possible, the views which 
I entertain on this most important subject. 

Sir, | confess that I] ama good deal surprised 
that the attempt to change so essentially the revenue 
system of the United States is persevered in in the 
present circumstances of the country; yet I must 
say that I was not surprised in the early period of 
the session that such efforts were made, and that 
it was deemed an Executive and Administration 
measure, to reduce the rates of duties established 
by the act of 1842. I expected then to see the 
change urged on the same ground as was taken 
three or four years since, and that was, that the 
existing law yielded by far too much revenue for 
the wants of the Government. If the same opin- 
ion continues to be entertained now that some 
entertained then, I anticipated the same attempt 


ate: 


| to reduce these rates, because they yielded much 


more revenue than the necessities of the Gov- 


all the revenue that can be obtained—when we are 
about to resort to loans—when we are about to be 
depressed in our financial condition—that gentle- 
men should still persevere in attempting to carry 
through a measure which at the time alluded to 
had some grounds to stand upon, does certainly 
appear to me most extraordinary. But the argu- 
ment has changed with the circumstances. We 
are called on now to reduce the rates of duty, not 
heeause too much revenue is raised, but because 
there is too little, and because more can be obtain- 
ed by a reduction of the rates. Well, sir, I com- 
mend the prudence of those who take this view of 
the subject. Whether they may be able to de- 
monstrate it in a satisfactory manner, is another 
matter. But I commend the prudence of gentle- 
men who are altogether unwilling, in the present 
state of affairs, to vote for any change of the reve- 
nue system of the country, unless they are able to 
say that they conscientiously believe that at least 
as much revenue will be obtained by the new sys- 
tem as is obtained by that which they are about 
to overturn. I am sure that gentlemen feel that 
they could not stand up before the country—that 
they could not stand acquitted in their own eyes— 


But now that the scene is so | 
| changed—now that we have urgent necessity for 
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the Government is contracting for loans, ay 
expenditures are so largely on the increase. yy), 
it was demonstrable beyond all sort of doy!) ¥). 
the new system would supply an adequate yey, 
nue—at all events, that it would afford an amou 
of revenue equal to that obtained by the Syst 
which now exists, and which is to be dernoljx 
It did seem to me, sir, that it was quite reasonai, 
to expect of the Administration and its friend. 


a 
that ** such is now the altered condition of py 
affairs—such has been the change in our circ 
stances since this attempt to reduce the rates 
duty was first made, that we deem it the yy 
prudent—indeed, the only prudent course that os 
or ought to be taken, to stand by that which 
been tried, and proved, and tested, to avoid for t\y, 
present, in such an emergency, entering on th» 
trial of that which is avowedly and confessed|y 
experiment; the amount of revenue to be deriyed 
from which is altogether a matter of conject 
and uncertainty; the changes which were 
posed in the collection and administration of ; 
revenue being so fundamental, that even ay 
proximation to the truth, as the Senator from A 
hama said yesterday, cannot be reached, the wii 
business being a matter of hope, of guess-work, 
rather than of sober caleulation and sound regsop- 
ing. But it seems that no such prudential cou 
is to be taken. The bill is to be pressed on to fj 
action, and that, too, in open disregard of the usua 
order of procedure. The act of 1542 is to be over. 
thrown. 

From the remarks made the other day when 
was moved to refer this bill to the Committ 
Finance, I inferred that it was stated that the act 
1842 is to be overthrown. Gentlemen on the othe; 
side so declare; they afiirm that they know tl! 
are able to pass this bill. It is not for me to say 
that they do or do not know that. Whether thy 
bill is to pass in its present shape I cannot say. 


' Concurring in the opinion expressed by the !y 


orable Senator from Massachusetts near me, [M 
WessTer,] that the billis radically wrong in , 
ciple—that it is so defective as to render it alni 
impossible to build anything substantial upon it- 
I have the expectation that if It pass at all it w 
be in its present shape; and I have no disposi 
or purpose to move any amendment what ver, N01 
do I think I shall have the slightest dispositi 
or purpose to vote for any amendments what ver 
unless they be to that extent that E can well inte: 
from them the preservation of the revenue of th: 


‘country, and the commercial and all the other great 


interests of the country, which are involved in tly 
adjustment of the tariff of duties upon foreign 
eoods. I shall go for no attempts at ‘ patching 
up’? that which I believe to be so radically wrong 
that it cannot be patched up so as to be made 
available to the treasury, or substantially beneficial 
to the country. It must take some new shape— 
some new form—become essentially changed in its 
principles before I can give to it my concurreiice to 
any extent whatever. 2 
Sut the tariff of 1842 is to be overthrown. The 
fierce and bitter denunciations—the outpouring ot 
all sorts of opprobrious epithets directed agaist 
the existing law, proclaim the purposes of its o)- 
ponents. Well, why is it to be overthrown? This 


is a question surely worth a moment’s considera- 


tion. Has the tariff of 1842 accomplished that 
which its friends and advocates and supporters 
promised it would accomplish? Has it failed in 
the fulfilment of any single object which it was de- 
signed to gain? Has it yielded an adequate reve- 
nue? Has it restored public credit and public cont 
dence? All this we promised. All this we pledged 
ourselves to achieve. And how were our promises 


and pledges met? Why, gentlemen then on the 


ed a great decline in the revenue. 





other side—and I see many of them still here—ridi- 
culed our professions and promises. They predict- 
They predicted 
destruction to our commercial interests. They 
predicted all manner of evil. It was maintained 
that we would not be able to obtain the loans neces- 
sary to carry on the Government—for the treasury 
was then so impoverished that the Governmen' 
was under the necessity of borrowing twelve 0! 
fifteen millions—and I recollect that one gentleman 
contended very zealously that we should be oblig . 
to give $100 of scrip for $90 in cash. W ie 
passed the law authorizing the loan, and not a do 
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ee mere eA 


» eould we get at any rate, till this revenue bill |; 
ar ct > ; 


‘assed. Then, sit, money enough could be 
was pes ™ 


wuned, and at a lower rate of interest than that 
ouM ’ ~ 
athorized to be paid. 


nce, and continued to advance until the stocks 
if ¢ s* 


The public credit advanced | 


*the United States reached, I think, a maximum | 


+ about 115 or 116, and at that sold rapidly after 
: > enactment of this law, because everybody saw 
chat we had a system which would enable us to 
carry on the Government, to pay the interest punc- 
mally, and the principal when it became due. 
Look, then, at the working of the act of 1842. It 
did not go fairly into operation for several months 
afer it was enacted. It can hardly be said that it 
aa fairly in operation till the succeeding spring— 
the spring of 1843. About that time we changed 
» commencement of the fiscal year, so that our 
fecal years now end on the 30th of June. Take, 
chen, the first whole fiscal year under the act of 
)<42, and you will find that it yielded us (after 
_aying all the expenses of collection, drawbacks, 
od everything else, of which I will speak by- 
wnd-by) twenty-five and three-quarter millions. 
That was the result of the first year. In the sec- 


ond year (1845) the amount was twenty-six and | 


three-quarters, (almost,) showing an increase of 
about a million. 
June, 1846) the net amount was $26,311,864, 


_result, 


In the third year (just ended, , 


wcording to the best computation I could make, | 
for the statements are quite contradictory. By the | 


papers received this morning from the Secretary of 
‘ec Treasury, the amount is set dawn at $26,681,- 
15. Thus is shown a constant increase, but an 
rease marked by an extraordinary uniformity. 
Here are three successive years in which the 
snount received into the treasury scarcely varies— 
othing perceptible. ‘There are no such other 
wee years to be found in our history, or anything 
proaching to them. Well, now is not this a 
wstextraordinary illustration of the character and 
orking of our tariff? Search our statute books 
fom beginning to end, and you look in vain for 
y other law whose operation has been so uni- 
fvm—so steady. Durmg these three years we 
wwe had none of those fluctuations which result 
m excessive importations—one year diminished 
iportations, Rext year excessive Importations— 
embarrassing the whole business of the country, 
iid of course embarrassing the financial affairs of 
tie Government. Sir, 1 repeat it, there is nothing 
to be found in our history presenting any parallel 
to these three years. Now I know that, in a paper 


| twelve months. 


which was transmitted this morning by the Secre- | 


tury of the Treasury, he states that the net rev- 
enue received in the year ending June, 1845, was 
827,528,112, which would be a little more than 
‘iat received this year; and the inference to be 
drawn from it, and which was drawn in his annual 
report, and now to be drawn, is, that our revenue 
is falling off under this system. The Secretary 
was perfectly right in making that statement of the 
amount of revenue, because he does not make this 
computation himself; it is not his business. He 
apples to the Register of the Treasury, whose 
books show all these things; and the Register com- 
nunicated to him the information upon which his 
winual report was made, and from which this state- 
mentof the amount of revenue was taken. But 
when the Register began to make up his own tables, 
io be appended to the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, he makes up a statement which will 
he found on the sixty-eighth page of the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, and ap- 
pends the following note: ‘The foregoing table, 
when placed in the hands of the Secretary of the 


parallel. It has shown the operation of a reliable 
and available system of raising revenue, producing 
twenty-six millions net revenue, and that grad- 
wally increasing. These three years have yielded 
us in round numbers seventy-nine and a half 
millions. At no period of our history can you 
find three consecutive years exhibiting such a 
The years 1828, 1829, 1830, forming a 
period when very high duties were laid, the tariff 
of 1828 being in operation, the net revenue was 
seventy-five anda half millions. It will be found 
that the period of lowest duties yielded by far the 
lowest aggreeate of revenue. Let any candid man 
look at the evils produced by fluctuating and ex- 
cessive importations, and then say whether that is 
not the best system which proves itself to be so 
uniform and so steady in its operation. 

In the same book to which I have already refer- 
red—the Jast annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury—at page 957, we have a table exhibiting 
the amount of net revenue which acerned annually 
from 182] to 1845, and from which we may take 
a notable illustration of the fluetuatine and uncer- 


tain operation of the revenue laws previous to the 


tariff of 1842. We may begin anywhere. Let us 
take the year 1830. In that year the revenue was 
twenty-two and three quarter millions; next year 
thirty and one quarter millions; next year twenty- 
one and a half millions; next year it is down to 
fourteen and three-quarter millions; then in 1835 
it is up to twenty-one and a half millions: then 
comes 1836, when it was twenty-six millions, 
whilst, in the following year, it fell down to thir- 
teen millions—a falling off of 50 per cent. in a sin- 
gle year! In 1839 it got up to twenty and a half 
millions, the following year amounting to only ten 
millions—another falling off of 50 per cent. in 
And so we go rising and falling, 
till from twelve millions in 1843, we come to the 
first year of the present tariff when the revenue 
rose to twenty-five millions. See these extraordi- 
nary fluctuations! Need I ask what embarrass- 
ment they must have produced to any one at the 
head of the financial department of the Govern- 
ment? Must not such asystem of duties necessa- 
rily lead to universal disturbance of the commercial 
interest, and the most serious embarrassment of 
the financial affairs of the Government? Look at 
the effect on the business of the country! One year 
with an overflowing treasury and excessive appro- 
priations; next year involved in great pecuniary 
difficulty with very much diminished appropria- 
tions, and the business of the country fluctuating 
in the same ratio, because the state of your rev- 
enue here is but the barometer—if I may say so— 
of the business of the country. Let us look at the 


-amount of importations during the years which I 


fallen to $113,000,000. In 1839 they 


have already mentioned. In 1830, the imports (in 
round numbers) amounted to $70,000,000; in 1831, 
$103,000,000; in 1832, €101,000,000: in 1833, 
108,000,000; in 1834, $126,000,000; in 1835, $149,- 
000,000; in 1836, §189,000,000. 

Mr. WEBSTER. What year was that ? 

Mr. EVANS. In 1836, when everything was 
at such high prices, because we were sending out 
stocks to pay for the goods. In 1837 the imports 
fell back to $140,000,000, a loss of $50,000,000 
in one year! In the next year, 1838, they had 
were up 
again, and amounted to $162,000,000; that being 
another year of excessive prices and excessive 
importations. In 1840 they are down [again to 


, $107,000,000. From that they go up next year 


Treasury, to usein preparing his report, contained || 


‘rrors which are now corrected.”? The Register 
tlere gives the correct amount, but the Secretary, 
'n preparing the papers received this morning, has 
‘len back upon the original error. We have 
‘ierefore still a result shown of a very gradually 
“vementing revenue, the increase being remarkable 


‘or ts uniformity, showing the stability of busi- | deranged by the want of a stable and uniform sys- 


tem? All that stability and uniformity so much | 


‘SS operations throughout the country, and an 
wiministration of the finances of the Government, 
marked by stability and safety. There are no fluc- 
‘iations; there are no excessive importations; there 
‘ho apprehension, or need be none, on the part 


of the Secretary, that next year will not yield as | 


much as last year, or the present year, because we 


‘ave the experience of the past before us, and that 


Xperience shows a stable and certain increase. I 
ae characterized this experience as one 
® which that of no other three years can afford a 


to $127,000,000; and in the succeeding year, 1842, 
down they come, of course, falling to $100,000,000. 
Thus we are brought down to the tariff of 1842. 
Well, now does not everybody see that such flue- 
tuations must necessarily produce the most disas- 
trous effects upon the commercial, manufacturing, 


| monetary, pecuniary, fiscal—every interest of the 


| 


country, and all financial operations of the Govern- | 


ment? Must not all interests suffer, and be utterly 


to be desired—so essential to the prosperity of the 
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I think you rather guess at, than establish by any 
powers of reasoning—will yield as much revenue 


_ &8 you now obtain by the present system? Whether 


it will or not, T will show you before I am done. 
Now the tariff of 1842, which the honorable Sen- 
ator from Alabama, and anybody else may denounce 
as rascally, and tyrannical, and villanous, and one 
to which no free people should submit, has at least 
one merit—it has been tried. What has it done 
for you? It has redeemed your discredited repu- 
tation. It has restored the public credit. It ie 
maintained the Government. It has been only 
three years in operation, but during that period it 
has paid all the ordinary expenses of Govern- 
ment—paid $10,000,000 of public debt; and if the 
ordinary expenses of the Government had not 
been augmented during the last few months, would 
have left $12,000,000 in the treasury: and yet itis 
a most oppressive revenue tariff! Oh, no! not a 
revenue taril; but an oppressive and inefficient 
system. I have detailed, however, what it has 
What was 
our condition before the enactment of this law? 
I have so often replied to that question, that I 
am almost ashamed to repeat the answer. But 
from 1837 up to the enactment of this law, your 
revenue derived from all sourees—customs, pub- 
lic Jands, and all—did not pay the expenses of 
your Government. There was a deficit of more 
than six millions a year, Will any man dis- 
prove it?) From 1837 to 1843, all your receipts 
from the ordinary sources of revenue—not your 
receipts in treasury notes and borrowed money— 
were inadequate to support the Government by 
more than six millions a year. Then came the 
act of 1842, and in the first three years of its 
operation it has maintained your Government, 
paid ten millions of debt, and left six millions 
on hand. Now, sir, compare the systems. Say 
which has proved itselP to be the sound poliey 
of the country in regard to revenue and public 
credit, and all that depends on revenue and public 
credit. Now, sir, looking to the aet of 1842, Lask 
if we ought not to be satisfied with it so far as 
revenue is concerned? Has it not proved itself to 
be in the highest degree beneficial? Ought we to 
change it? Above all, ought we to change it at 
such time as the present, when a pressing emer- 
eency has arisen, and the demands upon the treas- 
ury are increased to such a considerable extent? 
At such a time, with such an emergency pressing 
upon us, with all the beneficial results of the ope- 
ration of this law before us, ought we to abandon 
a system which experience has proved to be safe 
and adequate for the purposes of its establishment, 
and rush upon a mere experiment—an untried sys- 
tem—and one against which all the lights and ex- 
perience of the past gave such clear and solemn 
warning? I do hope, sir, that those who are bent 
upon this change—those who are determined to 
prostrate the act of 1842—will tell us in plain and 
distinet terms, whether they do it because the ta- 
riff of 1842 does not answer the purposes of rev- 
enue to carry on the Government. That cannot 
be the reason. Let them, then, show us some 
other. They must admit that it is all conjecture 
as to what the result of this bill will be. [know 
calculations have been made—* estimates’’ as they 
have been denominated, perhaps properly, into 
which I will look by-and-by—with the view of 
showing the operation of the new bill. But there 
is no certainty, no experience, except that which 
we have to the contrary, showing that a scale of 


accomplished as a revenue measure. 


' duties about the same as that which they now pro- 


pose has been tried, (not for five years, as the Sen- 
ator from Alabama said, because the country could 
not live under such a system for five years,) and 
the result has been, that the Government got into 
debt till Congress stepped in, enacting this meas- 
ure, the tariff of 1842, which restored the public 
credit and the public prosperity. Does anybody 
suppose that if your low system of duties had 


| yielded you twenty-five, twenty-six, twenty-eight 


country and the security and efficiency of the Gov- |) 


ernment—have been attained by the act of 1842. 
Now, when it is so—-when we have a reliable 
source—a stable and uniform means of obtaining 
$26,000,000 annually, which nobody can doubt— 
when it has proved itself to be safe and adequate— 
is it wise to try an experiment, and nothing butan 
experiment, which you think you can reason your- 
selves into believing; but which, allow me to say, 


millions of dollars during these five years, to which 
the Senator has referred, this tariff of 1842 ever 
would have passed? Could we have carried it in 
such acase? No; for it was passed because of the 
necessities of the treasury. And yet we hear it 
said that this was a protective tariff—designedly 
such—meant as such. No, sir; no, sir. 

We hear it said that this law was designed for 
protection alone. No, sir. We knew it would 


| yield good protection, but we passed this ata time 


when your treasury was empty and your credit 
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gone. We passed it asa revenue measure. Why, 
I often hear it said—I saw it in the newspapers 
the other day—that this tariff of 1842 was never 
designed for permanence—that it was a temporary 
measure—that it was forced upon us by the neces- 
sities of the times. Well, is not that tantamount 
to an admission that it was passed as a revenue 
measure? We know that there were three centle- 
men who voted for that bill on that ground, and 
without whose votes the bill could not have been 
passed. [ refer to a gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, now in high station, [Mr. Buchanan, }—a 
rentieman from New York, also in high station, 
{Mr. Wright,] and my colleague at the time, [Mr. 
Williams,| who gave as their reasons for voting 


for the bill the necessitous state of the treasury. 
Well, the n, for that renason the ac rentleme n voted 
for it; and now the gentlemen turn around and say 
that our necessities havin r cea sed, the law oucht 
to cease with them. Llow can the y prete nd to de- 
clare that it was not a revenue mi 
signed a Yetit is now ass 
It is denounced as odious, 
tyrannical, and oppressive, although it has accoim- 
pli hed eve ry thing that jt was intended to accom 

My honorable friend, the chairman of the 


asure, and de 


such? ailed as not beine 


a revenue measure, 


pli h. 
Committee on Finance, with whom it is my hap- 
piness to almost all matters that 
before us, justifies the bill before you upon the 
ground that it will yield at least as much revenue 
as the prese nt law, and, indeed, he thinks that it 
will yie ld more » llow he rets at that conclusion, 
I do not quite comprehend. 


agree on come 


[ have already said 
that the gross revenue yielded last year was over 
thirty millions. ‘The revenue I have stated from 
the table of the Seere tary of the Tre asury at 
$28,922,936. It will be seen that this is neither 
gross revenue nor net revenue; and hence a word 
of explanation Is nece Ssary, for I desire the matter 
to be understood. The gross revenue was 
thirty millions—the net 
and a half millions. It would seem to most minds, 
at the first blush, that here there was a ve ry reat 
expenditure for the collection of the revenue—near- 
ly four millions. But out of the cross revenue is 
paid, in the first place, all the drawbacks upon re- 
exportations, Which amounted, in round numbers, 
to $1,900,000. ‘Then bounties to fishine vessels, 
$300,000; and some other expenses taken out of 
the aceruing revenue, before it goes into the treas- 
ury, and then comes the expense of collection. 
Mr. CALHOUN. What was the expense of 
collection in that year? 
Mr. EVANS. It wasconsiderably creater than 
in the previous year. It amounted to $9.053.4 38. 
In the year before, the amount was $1,807,500; 
and in the year preceding, $1,458,442, and so on. 
I do not mean to say that there is anything wrong 
m that. There are a good many expenses which 
are paid and come in under that head of expenses 
of collection, which are properly not expenses of 
collection at all; and | by no means mean to inti- 
mate that the expenditure of last year was exces- 
sive when compared with that of the former vear. 
because it may have happened—and I have reason 
to believe that it did happen—that there was a con- 
siderable amount of duty refunded which had been 
collected under errors in former years. The mode 
of doing business is, that that is paid by the col- 
lectors, and they charge it to the expenses of col- 
lection. Well, how does the honorable Senator 
from Alabama expect to get out of this bill the 
same amount of revenue which is obtained from 
under the present law? He told us that the averaze 
rate of duty under the new bill would be twenty- 
one and a half per cent. Ihave not counted it for 
myself, though I thought it was not quite so much. 
However, the Senator spoke of having made only 
an approximation to the truth. Now, if the hon- 
orable Senator from Alabama has not examined 
this matter sufficiently, he cannot make out his 
table by his data. In'the very breath in which he 
tells us that twenty-one and a half per cent. would 
be the average rate of duty, he told us that a hun- 
dred and nineteen millions of consumption would 
give us twenty-eight millions of revenue. But, 
instead of giving us twenty-eight millions, it would 
give us but $25,585,000. Now, the importations 
of last year, consumed, amounted to $101,907,734, 
~~ the table of the Register of the Treasury shows, 
9100,000 oor 2 os pa a) if the consumption be 
supposes it will b >, tl nod ee et at 20.000. 
Ses tbe, the revenue will be $22,790,000. 


over 
a litde over twenty-six 


From that is to be deducted the expenses of col- 
lection, but not the drawbacks and fishing bounties 
and so on, as the goods are consamed. Deducting, 
then, two million of dollars, and in one case you 
have a revenue a little short of twenty millions, 
and in the other a little over twenty millions of 
net revenue. Now I think I have shown, even 
by his own data, that by no sort of calculation can 
he get this revenue out of the bill upon the impor- 
tations of last year, including his expected increase. 


TABLE OF LOSSES. 


Sucar— 
ee ere eT ee ee eee 
Amount imported.,..94.049.870 ) ©4,649,870 at) "¢ - 
’ 39 
Increase expected... ....600,000 § 30 per cent. § a aeaeee 


SOOM sos sstace cd cate 
Bar iron— 





Ch one bw eahe seeded ss nie bokews ce Rekencets 1,275,975 
Amount imported... .$1.623.070 2 82,487,070 at 2 744.92) 
Increase expected...... 200,000 § 30 percent. § ee 
SaOMiséuwis nd eee 
Piz iron 
Pb cn dikhs c Se shNaaA Riawh onda ee ee naeho ke 246,704 
Amount imported..... 85049837 9 $524,937 at 2 157.251 
Increase expected....... 20,000 30 per cent. 4 a 
| 5 I 
ee ere 89,493 
Mantufictures of iron— 
ROGEes ROOTS GUND Fi kcn dhe ssk Torte shivecsbon ene 2,263 
Amount imported .....8065. S591 IQS at ) 161.398 
Inerease expected...... 205,000 § JO percent. § 7 
TE Vvckvnwnsannee eee 8,868 
Ss; trite 
SR cbs s o Vass dad Feds SOE AON Reha Orestes 1,551,709 
Amount imported... 8109168) . — me 
Increase expected...... 520,000 § $1,415,163 1,415,163 
eee 136,546 
Salt— 
ViONGs 655 ne ews axeees G4 S5hR2 00s vs sad. cee 678,059 
Amount imported......8883,359 2 2) con arg 2 O77 2 
Increase expected, free 1,000,000 §  F1.883,t59 § 276,359 
MR is eenscce sid 101,710 


Cotton manufactured— 
DOU ashe ahasche ts aieisdehheses kaeehhaesss na 4.514,020 
Amount imported... 819,096,553 ) S17, 186.5538at 9 3.437211 
Increase expected.....5,150,000 § 20 percent. go "7°" '?* 
UR ain bn abl ite ic 1,076,809 
But the bill puts the duty at 25 per cent., assaming 
the same expected increase, yields..........00.. 4,296,622 





Loss per bill........217,398 
Woollen manuficlured— 


RR RT BO er erry Pere: 2,152,015 
Amount imported... .S5.080.028 ) &5.780.088 at ? Qn 4 
Increase expected,.... 1,400,000 § 25 per cent. § 1,695,000 | 
SME Ade susaSansnak 457,015 
but the bill says 30 per cent. yield..... occcccceces 9,034,011 


Assuming the same increase—Loss........+.+.+++.-118,044 


Mr. FE. went on to contend that, on the showing 
of the Secretary himself, the bill would fall short 
of the revenue of last year more than three mil- 
lions of dollars. The proposal was to substitute 


'for the present bill one relinquishing revenue. 


That bill went to the other House, and was so 
amended that the rate of duty on several articles 
was increased—on some considerably increased. 
The Secretary then takes the bill, and savs that it 
has been improved, and will yield him more reve- 
nue than his bill, although the Senator vesterday 


lowered, would increase the revenue. The Secre- 
tary then went on and alleged that, by increasing 
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the disastrous consequences. Yet, in ae cnn 
sive year, when all thought they were 
ous, et $168,000 ,000 were consumed. Next yv, 
they fell down to $119,000,000. The nods ..,., 
into the hands of merchants, who failed ; 
sold them at reduced rates to the retailers. ay 
they failed, and the retailers sold them to the... 
sumers, and they failed; and Concress 
enact a general bankrupt law to wipe out yyiyers.) 
debt. ‘Thus, the land was impoverished—,, 
struck down everywhere, and yet they w: ae 
to have got rich by excessive importations. 
word as to the ability to consume. They ¢ 
not afford to consume anything like $140,() 
annually, because those that they traded 
could not afford to consume an equal quantity 
our produce. But great increase was EXHected 
in the ability to consume. Increase of population 
it was said, would add to that ability. |] 
look at that. , 
Their ability to consume the products of othe: 
nations was governed by the ability of other | 
tions to consume American products. Their abil- 
ity to consume was not at all regulated by ineresg, 
of population alone. The population of the Uy 
ted States was doubling every twenty-five years 
but was the ability to consume doubling 
Not at all. Were the European nations dou! line 
in twenty-five years? Were they increasing 
wealth—the means of consumption—anythine lily 
the United States? Notatall. Europe was coy) 
posed of two classes—the nobles, who consumed 
to the full extent of their wishes, and the people, 
whose means of consumption were not increasiie 
They were almost stationary; and yet it was ey 


89 prosner 


y and the 


had te 


eonid 


Nw 


s€t they 


| pected that they would be able, every twenty-fy, 


years, to double their imports, so that Ameri: 
could double hers! It was all a gross fallacy. S 
he would expect to see that the amount of tly 
revenue and imports would bear a constantly d 
creased proportion to their increase in populatier 
and wealth. Their consumption would, indeed 
increase, but it would be an increase in the eon 
sumption of their own products. Gentlemen were 
assuming all alone that because the United States 
was increasing in population and resources, there- 


| fore Europe was increasing in ability to trade with 


them. It was notsoatall. He knew the answer 
that would be made to this—that inasmuch as the 


| United States exported largely of cotton they wer 


| Goods in their finished State. 
| port? 


enabling the laborers of Europe to live in comfort 
and to purchase largely of their exports. What 
did the United States import from England 
What did they ex 
The raw material to be increased in valu 
by the labor bestowed upon it abroad. Well, th: 

the United States in importing fifteen millions gav 


| seven and a half millions to capital—to large man- 
| ufacturers—added nothing to the ability of the co 
| sumers of the poorer classes. Those persons to 


| likely to expend it on cotton cloths. 


whom the additional compensation went, were not 
An addition 


| to their comforts not supplied by the United States 


| micht be the result. 
| lings a week would be expended, as their wages 


the rates still more, and by adding other articles to || 


the list of dutiable goods, the revenue would be 
increased to $30,000,000. It was now his (Mr. 
E.’s) province to look into that. They wanted 
$30,000,000 cross revenue. What amount of im- 
ports would yield that by the average rates of the 
bill? He thought he had already proved that they 
must have considerably more than $140,000,000 of 
consumption. ‘The Secretary anticipated nothing 
like that. His highest estimate was $121,000,000: 


‘and if they had gone on increasing the rates of 


duties, did they expect to augment the importation? 


| They had, by the bill of the House, increased the 


duties; and yet they expected to obtain the in- 
creased importation. Could they consume that 
amount? When had they done it? In two years 


Their few additional shi! 


now are, in their daily sustenance—things of 


| the sort which made up the comfort of a laborer’s 
contended that the duties were too hich, and if || 


family. And all the rest of the consuming com- 
munity desired no reduction in the price of the ar- 


| ticle sent by the United States, as they now con- 


sumed to the full extent of their wishes. He 
would suggest to his honorable friend [Mr. Lewis 


| that he had not taken into account the diminution 
| of the ability of the American laborer to consum: 


by the decrease of his wages. When a hundred 
thousand laborers had been turned out of the iron 
and coal mines of Pennsylvania—when they hal 


| stopped the machine shops and the factories—who 


were to be the consumers of this vast expected in- 
crease of importations? All that gentlemen ap- 
peared not able to understand. But such was ¢x- 
perience. They produced fifteen hundred million 
of commodities at home—if the amount of this 


| production was struck down, was not the ability 


only—in 1836 and 1839—had they imported any- | 


thing like that. Did not everybody know the 


effect of that excessive consumption of foreign 
goods, though they did not pay for them? They 
could hardly afford to have them given to them. 
That enormous amount was brought in—not so 
much more in quantity as the figures would indi- 
cate—but so much more in price—and all knew 





to buy also struck down? Now, if they crippled 
the people of this country to a small extent, wo! 
crippled the revenue to a great extent. Hew oul 
show that briefly. He would suppose that every 
person curtailed his expenses two and a half per 
cent., would not the curtailment be chiefly on oe 
articles imported? Certainly. Luxuries wou' 
be given up. Four-fifths of the whole curtailment 
would fall on the articles of foreign import, thus 
reducing the foreign imports from one hundred 








rh o = 


1846. 


ions to sixty millions. Embarrass the busi- | 
mill and prospects of the people of the country, 
wd the consumption of foreign articles must be | 
wyrtailed forty or fifty millions, And that was the 
‘ooret of the prosperity which attended moderate | 
jmportations. = . oa 

He then went into an examination of the caleu- 
tations made by the opposite side of the probable | 
effect of the bill on the revenue. Four-fifths of the 
-pyenue Was obtained from a ny small number 
ofarticles; and, therefore, when about to adjust a | 
revenue tariff, it should be with a special view to 
these articles. They were not to judge of a tariff 
pill by the extent of its list. ‘They were not to 
jook at the “dolls,” and “ firecrackers,” and 
« molasses,” and ** pepper.”? No; they were to 
took at the chief articles of revenue. What were 
they? Manufactures of cotton, which brought five 
willions; Sugar, two-and-a-half millions without 
molasses, molasses bringing it up to three-and-a- 
half millions; manufactures of wool, two millions; 
hor iron, one-and-a-half million, other deserip- | 
ons of iron raising it to two millions; silk manu- 
fetures, two millions; worsted and silks, one | 
million more; spirits, one-and-a-half million; man- | 
ufictured iron paying ad valorem duty of 30) 
ver cent., one-and-a-quarter million; linens, one | 
million one hundred thousand; in all, over twenty 
willions out of the twenty-six. There were a few 
other articles—earthenware, spices, and manufac- | 
jured iron, paying specific duty—which made two | 
millions more. ‘These, then, were the chief sources 
of revenue—let them see how they were affected 
by this new bill styled’ ** a revenue bill.’’ 

‘He could go further, but these were the great 
ading articles from which revenue was obtained. 
The sum total of all these losses, allowing all the | 

xpected importation, would be $2,705,523. That | 
vould be the loss on the showing of the friends of | 
the bill. How was the deficiency to be made up, | 
and these two or three millions more be added, | 
passed his comprehension. But there were some | 
other articles from which an increase was expect- 
ed. An increase of 25 per cent. was expected on 
jnens. But the bill left linens exactly as they 
stood, and hence not a dollar of increased import- 
ation was to be expected; and yet the Secretary | 
wood to it that an increase was to come. Take | 
iie bill as originally framed—take the reduction | 
on linens at what it stood, (about four per 
cent.)—yet it was expected that the increased 
consumption would be 25 per cent.! He ridi- 
culed such a fallacious expectation, based on | 
such an unsound calculation. Again, it was ex- | 
pected that there would be an increased consump- 
uon of articles which were rival articles. There 
was no allowance made for the conflicts which 
niust grow up among rival fabries. He went on 
to show the immense loss which would result from 
changing the specific duty on silks to an ad valo- | 
rem duty. The poorer qualities only would be 
brought in, or the superior qualities come in at the 
prices of the poorer. A great increase was ex- | 
pected in worsted fabrics. Well, if so, that would 
drive out the silks. As to wines, he readily ad- | 
mitted the rates of the bill would bring in more | 
than the present duty. Half a million more was | 
expected. Where they drank three bottles now, 
they were expected to drink four—why, he did 
not know; of spirits, twenty-five hundred gallons 
a day was the increase expected—enough to keep | 
ten thousand men all the time perfectly drunk. 
"hat was the great good anticipated. He went | 
through the list of the leading wines, showing that | 
as the rates were greatly increased, according to 
the argument on the other side, the importation 
must be greatly diminished. He alluded to other | 
articles—dried fish, for instance; after increasing 
the duty, it was expected that the importation of 
herrings would be increased from three thousand 
lo twenty-three thousand. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON (and others) here sug- 
gested that as the day was now far advanced, the | 
honorable gentleman should suspend his remarks, | 
aud defer concluding until to-morrow. | 

Mr. EVANS expressed his readiness to proceed 
tow; but would yield if gentlemen desired. 

The motion to “yoga the further consider- | 
ation of the bill till to-morrow at twelve o’clock | 
Was about to be put, when 

Mr. LEWIS rose and remarked that he was 
a at all surprised that he should have fallen into | 
€ mistake which had been pointed out by the || 





Senator from Maine. He (Mr. L.) had not re- ') 


viewed his hasty calculation before presenting it to 
the Senate; and as he had not seen the re port of 
his remarks till it appeared in the “* Union”? of that 
morning, he had no opportunity to correct the 
error. He had not made any use of his caleula- 
tion—that the average rate of duty would be 21} 
per cent.—or he would of course have at once de- 
tected the error. So far from making it the basis 
of the calculations to which the Senator had allu- 
ded, he had not used it at all. If he had, he would 
have seen that 215 per cent. on one hundred and 
nineteen millions of importations could not give 


twenty-eight millions of revenue. He was confi- 


dent, therefore, that the calculations of 21: per | 


cent. was short by two per cent. 
The further consideration of the bill was then 
postponed ull to-morrow. 


THE GRADUATION BILL. 


The bill to reduce and graduate the price of the 
public lands was again taken up, and the amend- 
ment made thereto by the House of Representa- 
tives was read. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved that the 
amendment be referred to the committee on Public 


Lands. 
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Mr. SPEIGHT observed that if the bill was | 


again read, so that the gentleman from Maryland 
could hear its provisions, he was sure that his 
[Mr. J.’s] motion would be withdrawn. 

The bill was again read. 

Mr. JOHNSON insisted on his motion. 

After some remarks by Senators WESTCOTT, 
ATCHISON, and CALHOUN, against the amend- 
ment, ” 

Mr. DAVIS moved to lay the bill upon the 
table, and called for the yeas and nays, which 


were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as fol- , 


lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Cameron, Cilley, T. 
Clayton, J. M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Greene, Haywood, Huntington, Jarnagin, Mangum, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Sturgeon, Uphiuan, and Woodbridge—21. 

NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chal- 
mers, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Hous- 
ton. Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, 
McDuffie, Niles, Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, Speight, 
Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—39. 

So the bill was not laid on the table. 

Mr JOHNSON, of Maryland, renewed his mo- 
tion to refer to the Committee on Public Lands; 
which was agreed to. 

The House bill for the relief of Amos Hunting 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

The VICE PRESIDENT signed several en- 
rolled private bills. 


THE TARIFF=——AGAIN. 


Mr. LEWIS here took oceasion to sav that he ! 


should hereafter resist any attempts to lay aside 
the tariff bill to take up any other business what- 
ever. ' 
as it had been to-day, the session would be greatly 
prolonged before it could be acted upon. 

On motion of Mr. McDUFFIE, the Senate pro- 


« . . i 
If the subject was to be laid by every day, | 


ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; | 


and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
again opened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, July 14, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THE GRADUATION BILL. 
The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the bill ** to reduce and graduate the price 
of the public lands, and for other purposes.” 


The pending question was on the motion of Mr. 
McKay to reconsider the vote by which the main 


|, question had been ordered to be taken. 


Mr. McKAY madea remark, which, amidst the 
confusion of the Hall, the reporter could not hear; 
but it was understood to be that in deference to the 


rules to reconsider the second on the previous ques- 
tion, he would withdraw his motion. 

And he moved that there be a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER said the motion for a call was 
not in order, the previous question having been 
ordered. , 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 


| views of some of his friends, and as there appeared | 
to be doubt as to the power of the House under the 
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substitute heretofore offered by Mr. McKay for the 
amendment of Mr. Cops. 

Mr. RATHBUN asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. ‘TRUMAN SMITH, with a view, he said, 
to have something in the nature of a call of the 
House—that motion itself not being in order— 
moved that the Flouse adjourn. 

On which motion he asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were, yeas 
6, nays 153. 

So the House refused to adjourn, 


The question then recurred on the substitute 
amendment of Mr. McKay. 

Mr. MecGAUGHEY addressed a few words to 
the Chair, of which the only word that reached the 
ear of the reporter was ** excuse.”’ 

Mr. SCHENCK said, that as he believed no 
business had intervened since the motion to ad- 
journ had been decided, and as a new mation for 
that purpose would not now be in order, he would 
move a reconsideration of the vote by which the 
House had refused to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER said a motion to adjourn could 
not be reconsidered. 

Mr. SCHENCK appealed from the decision, 
and asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

And the question *‘ Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House ?”’ was 
taken and decided in the aflirmative—yeas 163, 
nay I. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

‘The question then again recurred and was taken 
on agreeing to the following substitute amendment 
of Mr. Mckay for the amendment of Mr. Coss: 


That all publie lands which shall have been offered for 
sale twenty years or more on the first day of December, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, shall thereafler be subject to 
entry at one dollar per acre for the term of five years; all 
the before described lands then remaining unsold shall be 
subject to entry at seventy-five cents per acre tor another 
term of five years; and all such unsold at the end of the last 
mentioned term may be entered at fifty cents per acre. 

Seco. 2. and be it further enacted, That the quantity of 
land which the President of the United States shall hereafter 

| proclaim and offer for sale in any one year shall not exceed 
three millions of acres. 

Sec. 3. dnd be it further enacted, That upon every reduc- 
tion in the prices of said lands which shall taks place by 
the graduating process of this act, the occupants or settlers 
upon any of the said lands shall have the nght of preémp 
tion at such graduated or reduced prices, which right ahall 
extend to a period of six months from and after the dates at 
which the respective graduations shall take place; and any 
land not entered by the respective occupants or settlers 
within that period shall be liable to be entered or purchased 
by any other person until the next graduation or reduetion 
in price shall take place, when it shall, if not previously 
purchased, be again subject to the right of preémption for 
six months, as before, and so on from time to time as said 
reduction shall take place: Provided, That nothing in this 
act contained shall be construed to interfere with any right 
which has accrued or may accrue by virtue of any act grant- 
ing preémptions to actual settlers upon the public fands, 


The yeas and nays (heretofore ordered) were 
taken, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Bayly, Bedinger, Ben- 
ton, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, 
William G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, 
Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cummins, Cun 
ningham, Daniel, Dargan, Dillingham, Dobbin, Douglass, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellsworth, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Giles, 
Goodyear, Gordon, Hamiin, Haralson, Henley, Hoge, Isaar 
E. Holmes, Hopkins, George S. Houston, Edmund W. 
Hubard, Hunter, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, G, 
W. Jones, Kaufman, Preston King, Leake, La Sere, Ligon, 
Maclay, MeCletland, MeClernand, McConnell, MeCrate, 
Joseph J. McDowell, James McDowell, McKay, John P. 
Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Norris, 
Owen, Payne, Perrill, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, 

| Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander 
D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, 
R. Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Strong, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tredway, Vance, Wentworth, 
Wick, Williams, Woodward, and Yancey—96. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincey Adams, Arnold, 
| Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, James Black, Blanchard, Brod- 
| head, Milton Brown, Buffington, William W. Campbell, J. 
| H. Campbell, John G. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Cocke, 
Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Cullom, Culver, Garrett Davis, 
De Mott, Dixon, Dockery, Edsall, Erdman, Joho H. Ewing, 
Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Foster, Garvin, Gentry, Giddings, 
Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hampton, Harper, Ehas 
B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
| Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. 
| King, Thomas Butler King, Leib, Lewis, Long, MeClean, 
McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Niven, Pen- 
dieton, Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, Join A. Rockwell, Root, 
Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, A. Smith, 
Stephens, Stewart, Strobm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, James 
Thompson, Tilden, Trumbo, Vinton, Ww heaton, White, 
Wilmot, Winthrop, Woodruff, Wright, Young, and Yost— 
86. 


So the amendment of Mr. McKay was agreed to. 


The question then recurring on the amendment 
‘| as amended, 





Sry 
Note 


+ = 


9 
‘ 


z 
; 


oe. 


it ine 


1094 


The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, 
and, being taken, resulted as follows: 


VY EAS—Mesers. Stephen Adams, Bayly, Bedinger, Bigg, 
James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Williaw 
G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Aogustus A. Chapman, Reuben 
Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cothin, Cullomn, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Dillingham, Dob 
bin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Faran, Picklin, Fries, 
Giles, Goodyear, Hamlin, Haratson, Henley, Hoge, Isane EB. 
Holmes, Hopkins, George 3. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, 
Hunter, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, George W 
Jones, Kaufman, Leake, La Sere, Ligon, Maclay, MeClel 
land, MeClernand, McConnell, MeCrat:, Joseph J. MceDow 


ell, James Me Dowell, McKay, Jon P. Martin, Barkley Mar 
tin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, 
Perrill, Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, Saw 


tele, Sawyer, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leon 
ard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert Sinith, Stun 
ton, Stark weather, Strong, Jacob Thompson, Thurinan, Tb 
batts, Tredway, Vanee, Wentworth, Wick, Whiliamea, 
Woulward, and Yancey—05 

NAY S—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Arnold, 
Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, James Black, Blanchard, Brod 
head, Mitton Brown, Buffington, W. W. Camptell, John H. 
Campbell, John G. Chapman, Cocke, Colhamer, Cranston, 
Crozier, Culcer, Darragh, Garrett Davis, De Mott, Dixon, 
Dockery, Edsall, Fllsworth, Erdman, John H. Ewing, Ed 
win H. Ewing, Poot, Foster, Garvin, Gentry, Giddings, Gor 
don, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hampton, Harpe: 
hh. BB. Poles, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Habbard, Hud 
son, Joseph KR. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Andrew John-on, Daniel 
?. King, Preston King, Thomaa B. Kong, Leib, Lewi-, Long, 
MeClean, Metlenry, Meltivaine, Marsh, Miller, Mosebey, 
Niven, Pendleton, Rathbun, Julians Roekwell, John A. Rock 
well, Root, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Sn 
Albert Sinith, Stephens, Stewart, Strohim, Sykes, Thibe 
deaux, James Thompson, Tilden, Traumbo, Vinton, When 
ton, White, Wilmot, Winthrop, Woodrull, Wright, Young, 
und Yost—sA, 


bill, 


So the amendment as amended was acreed to. 

The bill, as thus amended, was then ordered to 
a third reading. 

And having been read a third time by its utle, 
and the question being on its passage— 

Mr. BOYD demanded th 
Ww hich Wis 8¢ conde ad. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken, 

Mr. McHENRY asked the yeas and nays there- 
on, which were ordered. 

And the main question, ‘*Shall this bill pass?” 
was taken, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Stephen Adams, Bayly, Bedinger, Biggs, 
James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Willian 
G, Brown, Burt, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben 
Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cul 
lon, Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Dobbin, 
Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Faran, Pieklin, Fries, G : 
Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, George 
&. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, James H. Jobn 
son, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kautinan, Leake, 
La Sere, Ligon, Maclay, McClelland, McClernand, MeCou 
nell, McCrate, J. J. McDowell, James McDowell, McKay, 
John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, 
Norns, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Phelps, Pillsbury, 
Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, 
Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, 
Thos. Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Strong, 
Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tredway, Went 
worth, Wick, Williams, Woodward, and Yancey—%2. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Arnold, 
Ashimun, Barringer, Bell, James Black, Blanchard, Brod 
head, Milton Brown, Butlington, William W. Campbell, 
John H. Campbell, John G. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, 
Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Darragh, Garrett Davis, De 
Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dockery, Edsall, Ellsworth, Find 
man, John H, Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Foster, Gar 
vin, Gentry, Giddings, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Grider, 
Grinnell, Grover, Hampton, Harper, Elias B. Holmes, John 
W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Joseph R. In 
gersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Thomas B. 
King, Leih, Lewis, Long, McClean, McHenry, Mclivaine, 
Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Niven, Pendleton, Rathbun, Julius 
Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Schenek, Seaman, Sev 
erance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Stephens, Stewart, 
Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Jas. Thompson, Tilden, Traum 
bo, Vance, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Wilmot, Winthrop, 
Woodruff, Wright, Young, and Yost—29. 


previous question, 





So the bill was passed in the following form, to 
Wil: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Coneress assembled, That 
all public lands which shall have been offered for sale 
twenty years or more on the first day of December, 1546, 
shall thereafter be subject to entry at one dollar per acre for 
the term of five years; all the before described lands then 
remaining unsold shall be subject to entry at seventy-five 
cents per acre for another term of five vears; and all such 
unsold at the end of the last-mentioned term may be entered 
at fifty cents per acre. 

Sec. 2. .and he it further enacted, That the quantity of 
Jand which the President of the United States shall hereafter 
proclaim and offer for sale in any one year shall not exceed 
three millions of acres. 

Sec. 3. find be it further enacted, That upon every reduc- 
tion in the prices of said lands which shall take place by the 
graduating process of this act, the occupants or settlers upon 
any of the said lands shall have the right of preémption at 
such graduated or reduced prices; which right shall extend 
to a period of six months from and after the dates at which 
the respective graduations shall take place; and any land 
not entered by the respective occupants or settlers within 


that period shall be liable to be entered or purchased by any '' James Black, James A. Black, Blanchard, Brockenbrough, 
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other person until the next gradwation or redaction ef price 
shall take place, when it shall, if pot previou-ly purchased, 
be again subject to the right of preésuption for six months, 
as before, and so on from time to time as said reduction shal} 
take place: Provided, That nothing in this act contained 
shail be construed to interfere with any right which has 
accrued or may weerue by virtue of any act granting pre- 
emptions to actual settlers upon the public lands. 

Rec. 4, 
of aets as provide for an exemption from the inposition of 
taxes upon land sold by the United States for five years 
from and atter the day of sale be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, 

Which motion was laid on the table. 

A number of Senate bills on the Speaker’s table 
were put on their frst and second reading, and ap- 
propriately referred. 


MANUSCRIPT WORKS OF ALEX. HAMILTON. 


The bill from the Senate providing for the pur- 
ehase of the manuscript works of the late Alexan- 
der Hamilton, coming up on its first and second 
re ading 

Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL moved that it be put 
on its third reading. 

‘The SPEAKER said it required commitment. 

tl hall having been read, 

Mr. HOGI moved that tt be latd on the table. 

Mr. RATHBUN asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and, being taken, were— 
yeas 69, nay al 
" So the bill was 

lt was then 


W hole on thes 
THE 


not laid on the table. 

referred to the Committee of the 
tate of the Union. 

MADISON PAPERS. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE eave notice that he would 
to-morrow, Or as soon as it was in his power, move 
the consideration of the bill providing for the pur- 
chase of the manuscript papers of the late James 


Madis yn. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE WESTERN RIVERS. 


The bill from the Senate to provide for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the rivers Ohio, 
Mississippi, and Arkansas, coming up on its first 
and second re ading— 

It was read a first time. 

Mr. RA‘TILBUN rose and moved that it be laid 
on the table. 

But the SPEAKER had recognised 

Mr. HAMLIN, who inquired what the next 
question was. 

The SPEAKER said it was on the second read- 
ing of the bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he thought it would be bet- 
ter that the House should never be troubled with 
its second reading, and he moved therefore that 
the bill be laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER said the only motion that could 
be entertained pending the second reading of' the 
bill would be that it be rejected. 

Mr. HAMLIN made that motion. 

Mr. TIBBATTS asked him to withdraw it. 

Mr. HAMLIN declined. . 


Mr. RATHBUN demanded the previous ques- | 


tion on the rejection of the bill, and there was a | 


second. 

Mr. JACOB TEHLOMPSON moved a call of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was made too 


late, (the previous question having been second- | 


ed,) and could not, therefore, be entertained. 


Mr. THOMPSON submitted that he had ad- | 


dressed the Chair before the result was announced. 


Ind be it further enacted, ‘That all acts and parts 


Brodhead, William G. Brown, William W. ¢ 


GLOBE. 








ampbel), J 


H. Campbell, Catheart, John G. Chapman, Avgusty 


Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chipman, Clarke, Cop 

lin, Cranston, Cullom, Culer, Darragh, DeMor Diltin PS not 
Dixon, Dobbm, Doekery, Dromgoole, Duntap, dent, 
worth, Erdman, Foot, Garvin, Giddings, Giles. Go oor 








i fyi - 
Gordon, Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Hampton, Harsco.” t 
B. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, J. W. Houston. aE a al 
ton, E. W. Hubard, 8. D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, rd _ sot 
K. Ingersol}, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Joseph Jo} os } 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Daniel P. eas P; Py ” 
King, Thomas Butler King, Leake, Leib, Ley i. L 7 me 
Ligon, Long, Maeiay, McClean, McClelland, Meo a vv 
MecCrate, James McDowell, Mellvaine, McKay i. red 
Join P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Miller, Mose: \ ve at | 
Niven, Norris, Payne, Rathbun, Reid, Julius yen . es 
Jolin A. Rockwell, Root, Sawtelle, Sawyer. ann well, dor 
Seaman, Severance, Alexander D. Sims, ‘Tronsan aan col 
Albert Smith, Strohm, Strong, Sykes, James Tioo “on to! 
Tilden, Tredway, Vance, Wentworth, Wheaton WW te 2 
Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, Woodward, Wyispy. ab 
Yost—I18. a wi 

NAYS—Messrs. Bowlin, Boyd, Milton Brown, Byun me 
Cocke, Crozier, Cunningham, Garrett Davis, Doug! : 4 sf 
H. Ewing, Edwin M. Ewing, Baran, Ficklin, Poster. py, W 
Gentry, Grider, Henley, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, C)apio. ) 
fngersoH, Kautinan, La Sere, MeClernand, J. J. Met ss i 
McHenry, Morris, Owen, Parrish, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rei the 
Roberts, Leonard H. Sims, Thomas Smith, Robert Spy; Ge 
Sianton, Starkweather, Stephens, Stewart, Thomas 
Jacob Thompson, Thurmai, Tibbatts, Trumbo, Vy 7 
Wick, and Young—48. et 

So the bill was rejected. ” 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved a reconsider; 
of the vote; and demanded the previous quest 

There was a second. The main questi nv 
ordered, and, being taken, the vote was not recy = 
sidered. : 

rT > é . i} 

Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on £ Z 
rolled Bills, made a report. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House reso}, vi 
itself into committee of the Whole on the state o 
the Union, (Mr. Gorpon, of New York, in ti Ci 
chair.) te 

TREASURY NOTES. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee 1 r 
up the bill to authorize an issue of treasury no! 
and a loan. 

The bill was read as follows: \ 

Be it enacted by the Senate an1 House of Representati 
the United Stutes of America in Congress ussembled, That) ta 
President of the United States is hereby authorized 1 
cause treasury notes to be issued for such sum or sums a ( 
the exigencies of the Government may require, and in p , 
of such of the same as may be redeemed to cause others + W 
be issued, but not execeding the sum of SI0,000.00) oy ; W 
cinission to be outstanding at any one time, and to be iss 
under the limitations and other provisions contained | 
act entitled “An act to authorize the issuc of tre 

| notes,” approved the 12th of October, 1837, except that t tt 
authority hereby given to issue treasury notes shall ex | 
at the end of one year from the passage of this act. } 

ind be it further enacted, That the President, if i 
opinion it shall be the interest of the United States sot 
instead of issuing the whole amount of treasury notes a 0 
thorized by the first section ef this aet, may borrow, ont is 
credit of the United States, such an amount of money : 
may deem proper, and issue therefor stock of the | x 
States for the sum thus borrowed, in the same form and 
der the same restrictions, linsitations, and provisions, as @ U 
contained in the act of Congress approved April 14, }otz.: r 
titled “ An act for the extension of the loan of 154), and ¥ 
an addition of five millions of dollars thereto, and for allow 

| jing interest on treasury notes due: Provided, hower 1 


‘The SPEAKER said the Chair had not heard |! 


the gentleman. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had nevertheless ad- 
dressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER did not entertain the motion. 

The bill was read. 

And the main question (on its rejection) was 
ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. HAMLIN asked the yeas and nays thereon, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. TIBBATTS, for the purpose of procuring 
a more full attendance, (a call of the House not 


being in order,) moved that the House adjourn, || 


and demanded the yeas and nays, which were re- 
fused. 

And the House refused to adjourn. 

The question, ‘ Shall this bill be rejected ?’? was 
then taken, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Stephen 


Adams, Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, Benton, Biggs, 


That the sums borrowed, together with the treasury not- ; 
issued, by virtue of this act, shall not, in the whole, exce: 1 
the sum of ten millions of dollars: nd provided, jut 

That no commission shall be allowed or paid for the neg" 


ation of the loan authorized by this act; and also, that! é 
said stock shall be redeemable at a period not longer th 
ten years frou the issue thereof. t 


And be it further enacted, That the weasury notes and t 
stock issued under the provisions of this act shall not bear 4 
higher rate of interest than six per cent. per annuwn, and! 
part thereof shall be disposed of at less than par. ' 

“ind be it further enacted, That no compensation shall 
made to any officer, whose salary is fixed by law, for pr 
paring, signing, Or issuing, treasury notes; nor shall a 
clerk be employed beyond the number authorized by the &! 
herein referred to. 


The bill was then taken up by sections. 

And the first section having been read, 

Mr. G. DAVIS gave notice of his intention | 
offer the following amendment: 


Amend the bill by striking out the first section, exceptns 
the enacting clause, and also the Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, and * 
much of the 6th line as will include the word * proper, ! 


|| the 2d section, and add these words: “ That the Presiden! 


of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to bor 
row, on the credit of the United States, any sum of mone’ 
not exceeding ten millions of dollars ;”’ also, in the 14th an 
15th lines, strike out the words “ together with the trea! 


| notes issued by virtue of this act ;” also, in the Ist and =! 


lines of 3d section, strike out the words “ treasury notes an! 
the.” 


Mr. D. said, that after the bill should have bee 
one through with by sections for amendment, 
was his purpose to offer his amendment, the object 
f which was to convert the bill into a simple loa! 


a9 


° 








ent 
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ii), doing away entirely with all those provisions 
vy it which had respect to the issue of treasury 


mat this late stage of the session the Committee 
og Ways and Means could not of course be ex- 
jected to report any further bills for increasing the 
courees of revenue; and Mr. D. had no doubt that 
the bill they had reported for the modification of 
ihe tari! would have the operation of reducing the 


‘evenue at present received. It could not fail of 


reducing the amount derived from the customs |) 


below twenty millions; that was Mr. D.’s un- 
doubted conviction ; but whether this proved to be 
correct or not, none, he presumed, would venture 
to deny that the present demands on the treasury 
would greatly exceed its means of meeting them, 
whether the tariff bill should pass or not. If that 
measure Should pass the other House and become | 
» law, the deficit would become still greater. 
With a war upon our hands and other large de- | 
mands upon the Government, we should need all 
che revenue we could obtain without direct taxes. 
Gentlemen might arrange their tariff bill so as to 
Jerive from it the greatest practicable amount of 
revenue, and they might graduate their land bill 
~ as to get the most they possibly could from the 
sues of the public domain; but, with all their 
efforts, they could not derive sufficient means to 
discharge the war expenses. The present finan- 
-ialmeasures of the Administration were inefficient 
andunwise; they neither did justice to the indus- 
iy of our own citizens, nor were’ they shaped so 
s to attain sufficient revenue to meet the ordinary 
wants of the Government; but, in both points of 
view, were vicious and exceptionable. 

In this state of things it was the duty of the 


Committee of Ways and Means to devise a sys- || 


iem of revenue that should be commensurate with 
the public necessities: this ought to have been their 
nisiness. But, in place of such a system of finance, 
what did they propose as a substitute? They sub- | 
ituted for such taxation as the war expenditure 
alled for, the issue of treasury notes. They 
evaded the true state of the case, and the naked 
duty of borrowing what the duties and the lands | 


failed to make up, by borrowing under the dis- || 


vuise of treasury notes. Mr. D. was opposed to it. 
if the country had been brought into a condition 
where its receipts were inadequate to meet its 
wants, and so far from being equal to these wants | 
did not reach them by 50 per cent., Mr. D. was | 
uot for dodging the question: he was not for issu- 
ing treasury notes, instead of a fair, open, honest | 
provision, to meet the wants of the country by 
joan, 

Mr. D. was opposed to the proposed measure 
on another principle: one object in view in the | 
issue of these notes was, that they should enter | 
into the currency; the circulating medium of the 
country. 
leasury notes whenever and on whatever pretext 
resorted to, and always had been. Besides, how 
was the issue of this sort of Government paper- 
money to be reconciled with the doctrine and the 
provisions of the sub-treasury bill? That measure, 
proceeding from the same party which now intro- 
duced this treasury-note bill, required that Gov- 
erament should receive its dues and meet its obli- 
zations in gold and silver coin, and in that alone; 
this authorized the issue of paper securities. How 
were they to be reconciled? When that celebrated 


bill was passed through the House in such haste, || 


who could have believed that the Government 
which made such a point of its instant enactment, 
would so soon have resorted to a paper circulation, 
in the open face of all its own arguments and most 


i Here they came to 


solemnly avowed principles ? 
the House with a bill dwsetiy in the teeth of the 


‘undamental principles of the sub-treasury scheme, 
and intrinsically vicious besides. 


The issue of aGovernment currency in any form, | 


Mr. D. had ever most strenuously opposed. He 
had opposed it long before he was honored with 
4 Seat in this House. 
uncompromising opponent of the whole system. 
When the question had been presented of resort- 
ae to treasury notes, as a covert means of evading 
1€ 

Mr. D. had stood out against it, and that upon the 
same ground which he occupied now. He was 
ready and willing to vote the Government all proper 
means of supply, but he would do this on safe prin- 
ciples. He should insist on the same measures 
under this Administration as he would under a 


This was the inevitable tendency of | 


He had always been the | 
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Whig Administration; he would vote no more 
facilities to the one than to the other; he was 
prepared for the issue of stock for aloan. If the 
Government could not raise the money it needed 
from the tariff and the public lands, let it say so, 
| and honestly and openly resort toa loan. Mr. D. 
held the same ground now that he held in 1842. 
|The Government owed a pubile debt; it was in- 


| creasing that debt every day; and, with singular | 


| wisdom, was, at the same time cutting up its own 
resources for revenue. The public debt must be 
met and provided for, and the choice was between 
issuing notes and borrowing money. Mr. D. pre- 

| ferred to borrow. 
He admitted there might be cases where he should 

| not refuse to vote for treasury notes, but he never, 
under any circumstances, would vote for their use 

| as currency; to that he never would consent, and 


yet that was the consequence which would neces- | 


sarily follow the adoption of the present bill. If 
the country was in a strait, if the revenue was 
insufficient, and the public credit was not such as 
enabled us to borrow, he would then consent to 
resort to treasury notes as the only means left for 
raising money; but he never would consent to their 
heing employed as currency. This case, however, 
had not now arisen; it could not be said that treas- 
ury notes were now necessary for any legitimate 
purpose. The question whether they might con- 
stitutionally be issued as a circulating medium was 
| one which had been often debated in these halls. 
Mr. D. should not now enter on that discussion. 
For his own part, he doubted whether they could; 


but he had no doubt whatever that they ought never | 


to be resorted to in the place of taxation. Sup- 
posing the difficulty in reconciling this bill with the 
sub-treasury bill could be got over, (and Mr. D. 
did not see how,) it would abate nothing of his 
| opposition to the measure. This mode of borrow- 
| ing money, besides other objections to it, was more 
| uncertain than a resort to loan stock. None, he 

presumed, would deny that the war would produce 
| a national debt, nor would any deny that we should 


want money to discharge it; but the proper mode , 


to meet that want was to adopt measures which 
should produce a revenue equal to the demands of 
| the treasury; and if there still remained a deficit, 
| then openly and directly to borrow and ackuowl- 
| edge the existence of a peace debt. 
| Mr. D. was utterly opposed to all attempts to 
| humbug the people. If Congress could not tax 
them in time to meet its urgent wants, Mr. D. 
would consent, for the sake of supplying that tem- 
porary need, to issue Government bonds, and go 
and borrow money upon them, but not to issue 
treasury notes as now proposed. Mr. D. said 
that he might easily enlarge on the danger of such 
a measure as a precedent. There were hardly any 
governments now in existence but what had tried, 
to a greater or lesser extent, the disastrous careers 
of a government currency. It was the easiest, the 
most convenient of all the modes by which a gov- 
'ernment might abuse its authority and bring a 
_ nation into straits. 
itself as the shortest and safest mode to get out; 
| but it was a most illusory expedient—it was the 
| resort of a poor spendthrift or merchant about to 
|| break. When a political party had adopted a se- 
| ries of measures which brought the Government 
‘tin debt, it ought to have the manliness to meet that 
debt by taxation alone. On these principles Mr. 
| D. had always acted, and always meant and hoped 
|| to act; they were principles which had been 
| tested by time; they were the principles which 
|| had prevailed in the better days of the Republic, 
| and he for one was not willing to depart from 
|, them. 
Mr. GIDDINGS addressed the committee prin- 
_cipally upon other topics than the bill immediately 
under consideration. 


| 

| ’ : . ‘ , 

|| said) to notice the manner in which business had 
|, been conducted in this Hall—the open prostitution 
|| of Executive influence brought to bear upon mem- 
| 
| 


bers on this floor in the face of this House and of | 


the nation. 


|| servience to Executive influence. 


| Mr. GIDDINGS said he had intended no such 


| influence this House. 





tives of Pennsylvania for annexation. 


He took this oceasion (he | 


Mr. TIBBATTS called the gentleman to order, | 
responsibility of a direct borrowing of money, |, as charging upon the members of this House sub- | 


ge; he spoke of attempts of Executive efforts to || : 
Pe enteec ap e protested against them. | gentleman himself, to say whether he desired such 
| The CHAIRMAN requested the gentleman to | a rigorous proceeding? Was he disposed to bal- 
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Mr. GIDDINGS, however, proceeded (amid 
some interruptions from calls to order) in a discur- 
sive course of remark to animadvert further upon 
the subject—to give his views upon the settlement 
of the Oregon question—the course of the Presi- 
dent thereon—a settlement which he ascribed to 
the influence of the South, for which we were in- 
debted to southern cowardice, to Executive cow- 
ardice—instead of the wisdom and discretion of the 
Senate, whether Whigs or Democrats; for the 
whole slave institutions of the South, even the ex- 
istence of the southern portion of our Confedera- 
cy, was seen to be dependant upon our making 
peace with England. He also discussed the tariff, 
and ascribed the repeal of the law of 1842, and the 
utter prostration of the interests of Pennsylvania, 
which he assumed would be consequent upon it, 
immediately to the votes of Texas Representa- 
tives, and remotely to the votes of the Representa- 
rhe day 
for maintaining northern rights, he said, had for- 
ever passed, as long as they acted in connexion 
with the South. He insisted it should be known 
for what ends—cui bono—this war, which had been 
forced upon us by the Executive without our con- 
sent, was now being prosecuted. From the best 
means of guessing in his power, he was forced to 
believe it was for territorial aggrandizement—for 
conquest—for the sole purpose of the conquest of 
foreign territory. 

In the course of his remarks, he yielded for ex- 
planations to Messrs. PARRISH and FARAN, 

Mr. TILDEN followed in a speech upon the 
Mexican war, which, he said, he had long been 


| wishing to deliver, and which was directed not so 


much to this House as to his people. He entered 
at large into a discussion of this subject, replying 
to a former speech of Mr. Dougrass, and defend- 
ing his vote against the bill for the prosecution of 
the war. 

In the course of his remarks, he yielded for ex- 
planations, or inquiries, to Messrs. DOUGLASS, 
rIBBATTS, and THURMAN, 

Mr. DOUGLASS obtained the floor, and, decli- 
ning compliance with several requests to yield toa 
motion that the committee rise, Setieeniied to ad- 


| dress the committee in reply to Mr. Titpen, in 


defence of the positions taken by him in his for- 
mer speech, and in vindication generally of the 
course of the Administration in its conduct of the 
Mexican war. 

Mr. McK AY offered a resolution providing that 
all debate on the bill shall terminate to-morrow at 
twelve M. 

Pending which, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, July 15, 1846. 


Mr. WEBSTER read and presented the peti- 
tion of Joseph W. Revere and others, of Boston, 
and Messrs. Hendrick, Crother, and others, of New 


York, in view of the proposed duty of five per 
When the government found || 
itself in difficulty, this would naturally present | 


cent. on raw copper, praying that it may continue 
to be admitted free of duty, or else that a duty may 
be laid upon manufactured copper, copper sheath- 
ing, &e. 

Mr. W. also took occasion to say that, with a 
view of placing in a very short and narrow com- 
pass his own testimony of what would be the 


| product of this new tariff bill, he would to-morrow 


make a statement to the Senate upon that subject 
in writing. 

Mr. W. asked that the memorial which he had 
presented be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. Ordering the printing of peti- 


| tions and memorials, on special motion, was a 
| practice which ought, he said, to be discontinued. 
; 


Mr. WEBSTER said, it apeceny to him very 
extraordinary that objection should be made to the 
printing of this memorial. It was a very short 


| one, and related toa most important subject. The 
| memorialists showed that there was a provision in 


the bill now before that body which was calculated 
to break up their business, and to turn them out 
of employment. The Senate had refused to allow 
the subject to be considered by any committee, 
and they now refused to print a document which 
was calculated to give them information. He put 
it to the Senate, nay, he put it to the candor of the 


|| confine his remarks to the bill under consideration. '' ance the few dollars which the printing would cost 
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against even the gratification of those gentlemen 
from knowing that the representations which they 
had made, and the facts and statements which they 
had produced, (and with which he certainly thought 
Senators ought to be made acquainted,) were put 
fairly in the possession of the Senate? 

Mr. SEVIER said he had seen something of the 
practice which prevailed whenever a great public 
measure was brought before the Senate. He had 
noticed that there was generally a stereotyped pe- 
tition got up and sent here to be printed, for the 
purpose of influencing Senators and raising a panic 
in the country; and he had seen morning after 
morning consumed in discussion upon those pe- 
tiions. But, in addition to all this, there was a 
wtanding rule of the Senate which required that 
petions of this kind should be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. If petitions like this were to 
be exempt from the rule, they would very soon be 
overwhelmed with them; they would have peti- 
tions upon every item in the tariff bill—petitions 
got up for the purpose of showing that the whole 
country was ruined, and that the bill was directed 
expressly against each man’s particular establish- 
ment. There would be no end to the petitions 
which would be poured upon them, from this 
time until the bill was finally disposed of, from all 
classes of business men, asking Congress to pro- 
tect their particular interests. Tle was tired of this 
practice; and, without intending any disrespect to 
the Senator, he moved that this petition be referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. WEBSTER said the honorable Senator 
from Arkansas must entertain a very favorable 
opinion of this bill, indeed, if he thoucht it was 
one, as he said he did, which would prove detri- 
mental to the operations of every workshop in the 
country. 

Mr. SEVIER. [ said it would be so re pre- 
sented; and so it would be in regard to any bill 
affecting their interests. 7 

Mr. WEBSTER said he had no doubt it was 
very true; he thought the gentleman had very cor- 
rectly stated the effect of this bill; and he supposed 
that those who were to suffer had rather die, if they 
must, showing some game; would rather have an 
opportunity of showing that they had some skill 
n discerning their own interest; and their Govern- 
ment, being a popular representative one, they 
chose to exercise the right of presenting memorials 
alfecting their interests, and thought that they had 
aright to expect from the Government respectful 
attention to these memorials. 

Hiow were they to be considered? How were 
they to have their effect? He desired that the 
Secretary should read the rule relating to the print- 
ing of such documents; for he had no wish to 
make a motion that would be contrary to a rule of 
the Senate. [The Secretary then read the rule in 
question, which directs the reference to the Com- 
mittee on Printing of all questions for printing of 
documents, with certain exceptions.] Mr. W. pro- 
ceeded. The rule seemed to apply to this ease, 
and therefore, if the Senator ye rsisted in his oppo- 
sition to the motion and in enforcine the rule, it 
was of course in his power to do so. . 

Mr. ALLEN said a remark had very freyrently 
been made that the Senate had refused to refer the 
tariff bill to a committee for examination. He 
begved to call the attention of the Senate to the rea- 
son why that reference was not made; which was, 
that the committee was incomplete, and that there 
was an equal division of that committee; but the 
honorable Senator from Massachusetts disclosed 
yesterday a still stronger reason, which showed that 
there was no necessity for the reference of the bill 
atall; and that reason was, that he would not stop 
to examine the details of the bill; that he would 
neither propose nor favor any proposition for 
amendment, because his objections went to the 
fundamental principle of the bill itself; that his ob- 
jections to the bill were so strong that he would not 
even look into the details. Well, what was there 
in that case for the committee to do, if the bill were 
referred, in order to gratify the Senator, but to 
report the fact, which every Senator already knew, 
that the bill was founded upon that objectionable 
principle—the ad valorem duties instead of specific 
duties? That wasall. But the Senator seemed to 
think that there was a great impropriety—a mani- 


fest injustice—done in regard to this bill by not | 


referring it to a committee, instead of allowing it 
to take the ordinary course. i 


Messrs. BAGBY 


simultaneously, and the former was first recog- 
nised by the Presiding Officer. 

Mr. WEBSTER then said he desired an oppor- 
tunity of replying to the remarks of the Senator 
from Ohio, [Mr. Auven.] 

Mr. BAGBY said he would allow the Senator 


an opportunity with very great pleasure, only that , 


he (Mr. B.) regarded the discussion as entirely 
irrelevant, and was about to call the Senator from 
Ohio to order. 

Mr. B. then presented the memorial of Jehiel 
Brooks, late Indian agent, praying indemnification 
for expenses incurred in the preservation of public 
property on the Red river; which was referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Am I precluded from re- 
plying ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ine before the Senate. 

Mr. WEBSTER. There was nothing before it. 

Mr. SPEIGHT then moved that leave be grant- 
ed the Senator to proceed. 

Mr. WEBSTER, (resuming his seat. ) 
of no consequence. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON then presented the memorial 
of William Wilson & Sons and other citizens of 
Baltimore, Maryland, engaged in the manufacture 
of copper and trading in that article, praying that 
raw copper may remain free of duty, or that man- 
utactured copper may be subject to a duty corre- 
sponding with that which it is proposed by the new 
bill for reducing the duty on imports to levy on 
the raw material; which was referred to the Print- 
ine Committee. 

Mr. WEBSTER again rose and said: T think, 
Mr. President, [am in order now. Sir, the hon- 
orable member from Ohio has undertaken to assien 
two reasons why this bill, which proposes such 
an important change in the revenue laws, should 
not have been referred toa committee. In the first 
place, he says the committee was known to be 
equally divided. ** Divided”? upon what? * Divi- 
ded,’’ I suppose, upon the general question of 
repealing or modifying the law of 1842. But does 
the honorable gentleman mean to say that the 
committee had been canvassed and were found to 
he * equally divided” upon every item of this bill 
throughout—upon every question of the amount of 
duty between the 20, 25, and 30 per cent.? What 
is the use of a committee? To arrange details 
where the principle has been established; and if 
they were equally divided upon the main principle, 
does the honorable gentleman suppose it follows 
that no argument, or illustration, or facts to be 
adduced in the discussion, could make any three 
of them agree upon any alteration of the bill in 
any particular? Js that his view? Butagain, the 
committee is said to be incomplete. Why the 
place of the absent gentleman—who, I am happy 
to see, has since returned—could have been filled. 
It was offered to be done; it was desired that it 
should be done. Iam glad to see that the honor- 
able ¢entleman has returned, and I wish the bill 
was before the committee. But the gentleman 
from Ohio has another reason. He says I have 
disclosed the reason. Sir, 1 am opposed to the 
principle of this bill; and allow me to say the gen- 
tleman misunderstood me in adding that I would 
not look into the details. I mean to trouble myself 
and the Senate at some leneth in looking into its 
details. "That is what I said yesterday. 
ly said that | would propose no amendments, but 
I also said that I would discuss the principle of 
the bill and its provisions, to show that that prin- 
ciple is wrong, and that those provisions would be 
pernicious to the country. That was all. 

Mr. DIX inquired if there was any question be- 
fore the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (emphatically,) 
None whatever. 

Mr. DIX then moved to take up the harbor bill. 

Mr. CAMERON presented several petitions 
from miners and laborers employed in the coal 
mines of Schuytkill county, against the passage of 
the new tariff bill. He said the persons signing 
these papers were men who worked by the day or 


There is noth- 


Oh! its 


I certain- 


by the ton, for a specific compensation. The busi- | 


ness of their lives had been connected with the | 


coal operations. They were intelligent and sen- 
sible men, and were necessarily acquainted with 
the subject. 


now before the Senate will destroy their business, 
Re | shut up their coal pits, and beggar their families. 
and WEBSTER here rose || These men speak of their own interests; they give 


They say that the passage of the bill | 


| 
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facts, and they cannot believe that the Sepa), 
the United States will do them this great wre. 
intentionally, if its members can be made to yyy, 
stand the subject. — 
Mr. C. said he was not an old man; and yer 
his early manhood he had passed through wha, .. 
now called the coal region of Schuylkill cours 
Then it was entire wilderness—the land so barr, 
that scarcely a blade of grass would grow 
it—with but one solitary town upon the waysid 
distant many miles from another habitation, Noy,’ 


I 
i 


Unpor 


in this desert has sprung up a city and many yj)! 


lages. ‘The region contains a population of 40,909 
people, all prosperous, thriving, and happy—with 
school houses and churches, stores and manyfie. 
tories. There is now invested there over &30 (ji). 
(00—with fifty miles of railroad, running throye! 
the ravines of the high mountains, connecting t),, 
different mines—with fifty miles more of railroads 
running under the earth. A_ railroad connecre 
this region with the port of Philadelphia, one y,, 

dred miles distant; and at that distant poin: 

an average of one hundred ships a day are joy 
employed in carrying abroad the coal which thes, 
laborers bring from the bowels of theearth. ‘They, 
people consumed last year $961,000 worth of avyj- 
cultural products drawn from distant and more fey. 
tile regions. They consumed also $1,758,000 
worth of foreign and domestic merchandise, (5 
lumber and timber from abroad they used mor 
than $50,000 worth, and they pay annually to thy 
owners of the mines a yearly rent of over $300,000. 

In the hope that some attention would be paid \ 
the interests of these meritorious people, Mr. ( 
moved that the petitions be referred to the Coui- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. McDUFFIE moved that the petitions be 
laid upon the table; which was not agreed to, 

Mr. CAMERON then renewed his motion to 
refer to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SPEIGHT opposed the motion. The tariff 
bill was not before the committee, and nothing 
would be gained by the reference of the petition 
If the committee could, with propriety, do any 
thing to prop up the tottering interests of Pennsy!- 


' vania, which are now in such imminent danger, li 


would certainly not object to it. 

Mr. CAMERON replied. He said he wished 
the petition referred, in the hope that the subject 
would yet undergo some deliberation. The bill 
had been refused a reference, contrary to all ty 
rules of legislation. It has been urged forward 
with indecent haste. While it was in the other 
House, and since it came here, the Capitol had 


| been besieged by men holding high places under 


the Government; and there seemed to be a deter- 
mination to hurry it through this body with an 
indecent haste, which prevented all reflection. He 


' had yet found no member of the body who was 


willing to say that this bill was a proper one. | 


| was called a revenue bill; and yet no honorable 


Senator would say that, if he had the making of 
a bill, he would make such a revenue bill. [t was 
said that manufacturers had come to the seat ot 


| Government since the introduction of this bill. lt 


might be so; and had they not as good a right to 
look after their interests as these high officers 
of Government, who had surrounded the Capito! 
with their influence to carry a measure that must 
destroy the labor of the country? He trusted in 
God the day would never come in this country 
when the people of every grade would not be per- 
mitted to come here, and make known, as freemen 
might, their wants, and explain their interests 
He trusted that the bill would be referred, and that 
there yet would be some reflection, some delibera- 
tion, before the country would be driven to the 
verge of ruin. ; 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
refer, and it was adopted—yeas 24, nays 11. 

Mr. WESTCOTT submitted the following res- 
olution; which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be requested to report a bill making an appropri: 


| tion for a marble bust of John Rutledge, of South 
Carolina, formerly Chief Justice of the United 


| 
| 
| 
i 





States, to be made by Hiram Powers, similar to 
those heretofore made by authority of Congress, 0! 
every deceased Chief Justice of the United States; 
the said bust to be placed in the Supreme Court 
room. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported, without amendment, 
the House bill for the relief of Samuel Jordan. 
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\[r. DIX moved that the Senate should resume 
as consideration of the warehouse bill. 
“Vr, RUSK said that a short bill in relation to 
che Texan navy had been made the special order 
-.. qwelve o'clock, and that if the warehouse bill 
: \. now taken up, it would be likely to interfere 
sherewith. ; 
Mr. DIX hoped that the Senator from Texas 
‘ ould allow his bill to be passed over until to- 
morrow in order that the warehouse bill might be 
disposed of. ‘The honorable Senator from Dela- 
ware (Mr. J. M. Crayton] had been interrupted 
in his remarks, and it was desirable that he should 
saw be allowed to proceed, and conclude before 
the special order for one o’clock should arrive. _ 

Mr. RUSK assented to the postponement until 
to-morrow 5 anc 

The warehouse bill was then taken up; the ques- 
son being, ** Shall this bill pass ?”’ 


Mr. J. M. CLAYTON then resumed and con- 
-iuded his remarks in opposition to the bill. He 
aye asuccinct history of the introduction of the 
varehouse system in England, by Sir Robert Wal- 
ole, the main objects of which were—first, reve- 
jue protection; and second, the promotion of the 
navigating interests of the country. He then 
jjowed that the difference in our position and cir- 
cumstances rendered a peculiar measure inappro- 
viate. ‘The effect of this bill would be to throw 
JJ our mercantile business into the hands of for- 
ewners, who would be enabled to look into the 
yand of the American importer; and, by glutting 
he market with the goods most sought for, tread 
jown our citizens in consequence of their superior 
cpital. He also described it as tending to the 
ruin of our currency. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that he did not intend 
tw) renew the discussion on this bill. On former 
days he had stated fully his objections to it, and 
had proposed amendments, some of which had 
ween adopted, and which had deprived it of a por- 
tion of its previous obnoxious provisions. Still, 
\e was of opinion that the bill in its present form 
is unacceptable to a great portion of the people of 
ihe country, and is deemed by them to be, as he 
iad no doubt it would prove to be, prejudicial to 
their essential interests. He considered the bill as 
one of the auxiliaries of the proposed tariff and sub- 
easury bills, and designed to bear a part in pro- 
moting the same objects. And as hebelieved that 
the bill, should it become a law (as he foresaw it 
would) would, in its results, } rove beneficial only 
toa few rich capitalists, and mainly to foreigners 
ind their factors, and deleterious to American mer- 


\ 


chants, mechanics, and manufacterers, and to the 
’ ’ i 


‘ibor, commerce, shipping, and other important 
interests of our Own country, he was desirous of 
recording his vote against it; and to effect that ob- 
ect, he moved that the question be taken by yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. DEX briefly replied to Mr. J. M. Ciayron, 
confining his remarks principally to the objections 


urged by that gentleman against the final action | 


upon the bill, until after action shall have been had 
upon the tariff. 


After some further remarks by Senators SIM- || 


MONS and CRITTENDEN against the bill, 


Mr. WEBSTER said: I feel it my duty to vote | 
for ameasure to which so many friends, of experi- | 


ence and judgment, have objected. I have, how- 


ever, been in favor of a warehousing system for a | 
The | 
reasons upon which that opinion has been founded | 
are, that | believe that a well-regulated warehouse | 
ystem does give considerable facilities to the for- | 


long ume—since [ have been in Congress. 


‘ign commerce of the country. It has been so 
represented by the mercantile interests uniformly 


(or thirty years. The objection against it, princi- | 


pally relied on now, is, that it may interfere, or is 
ikely to interfere, prejudicially with the domestic 
industry of the country, by creating an accumula- 
lon of foreign commodities, always ready to come 
into the market. 


«rgument. Another objection is, that it is con- 


vected, or appears to be connected, with other 
measures to which others, and myself, are entirely | 


opposed. And I agree that there is something in 
thatargument. I wish it had been made to suc- 


ceed rather than to precede the decision of the Sen- | 
ate upon the tariff. But nevertheless, my opinion | 


is, that it should rather be an object to protect the 
domestic industry of the country by laying pro- 


HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1 tective duties upon such articles as are manufac- 


I agree there is something in that | 
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upon them. He would look at the “ modifica- 
tions’? which the Secretary supposed would yield 
four millions. The duty on tea and coffee, esti- 
mated to bring in two millions, was not in the bill, 
The duty of 125 per cent. on brandy and other 
spirits was reduced to 100—losing $300,000. The 
duty of 10 per cent. on raw hides, from which he 
expected to get $190,000, was not in the bill. ‘Thus 
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tured at home, rather than by obstructing the for- 
eign commerce of the country, or withholding from 
it such facilities as may make it more and more 
| extensive; and as this bill provides that the goods 
shall remain in store but one year, | do not appre- 
hend any such accumulation for so short a period 
| as other gentlemen are inclined to fear. As every 
advantage of the bill is open to the use of the Ame- 
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two and a half millions were lost on these * modi- a 
| rican merchant, and with the same great facilities _ fications.”” He had thus cone through with all the : 
| as the foreign importer, | am, upon the whole, in- | heaviest articles in amount and value. He had i 
clined to give this system an experiment. If it be | shown what would be received if all expectations ‘ 
found prejudicial, we ean get rid of it. were realized, and that with all that, the deficiency a! 
The question was then taken on the passage of | which he had pointed out could not be supplied. 
| the bill, and resulted as follows: But the gentleman from Alabama had expected 4 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- enormous importations—one hundred and fifty- t lh 
ton, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, four millions, he believed it was—beecause they r r 
Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Han- destroyed the old * prohibitory tarif? of pR4v.°? : 
negan, Haywood, Houston, Jolinson of Louisiana, Lewis, r ‘ as \ 1 | 
McDutlie, Pennybacker, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Turney, W ould somebody, at some time or other, tell hum wa 
Webster, Westcott, and Yulee—31. : how it was prohibitory ? a 
NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Cameron, Cilley, Thomas Clay- Mr. McDUFEFEFILE. I shall. Itis prohibitory to the ; 
Vigne satan, Cptenden, Days, Banton Greets extent of five millions by the minminuns on eotto 4 
Miller, Morehead, Niles, Phelps, Simmons, Sturgeon, and Mr. EVANS. : rhe Secretary estimated an in- id 
W oodbridge—27. crease of five millions on cotton goods. Ele (Mr. $ 
| So the bill was passed. E.) had shown that that increase would not make Ps 
up the deficiency. i 
Ene Ramey ie: McDUFFIE. My own opinion is that the: oe 
' The Senate then resumed the consideration of — jnerease will be ten millions. But the Senator chal- ai, 
the ‘bill to provide revenue from imports, and for — jenced any one to point out where the tariff of Is42 ig 


other purposes.’ 

Mr. EVANS proceeded in his remarks mn oppo- 
sition to the bill. 

He said that he had nearly completed yesterday 
that part of the subject to which he had directed 
the attention of the Senate, and that was, that by 
the estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury 
himself, a sufficient amount of revenue could not 

_ he derived under the bill. He had gone through 
all the principal articles from which revenue was 
derived, and had, he thoucht, shown that, allow- 


was prohibitory. 

Mr. EVANS. Ten millions increase !—of what? 
The cheaper cotton fabries-—those under twenty 
cents a yard! Did the Senator know how they 
were made? They were made in England of two- 
thirds American cotton and one-third India cotton, 
or vice versa—he was not certain about it—but 
would take the proportion of India cotton to bes 
one-third. Well, then, supposing that a market 
could be found for ten millions of inferior cotton 
fubries, the consumption would be equivalent to 


> 
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ing the largest possible increase, and taking the | the abandonment of one-third of all that amount of a 
rates of duty established by this bill, a very con- | American cotton. Was that a result desired by the is 
siderable diminution of revenue would be the re- || Senator from South Carolina? Bat he had been & 
result. He would now continue, and conclude | drawn somewhat from the line of his argument, 3 
| that examination by taking up the remaining ar- There was a gradual decline of prices. The same ng 
ticles on which the Secretary could not expect any | goods came to be imported ata less rate of duty, ea 


swelling of importation and revenue. First, there 
was white and red lead, of which the importation 
of last year was $13,000, at a duty of 62 per cent. 
It was proposed to reduce the duty one-half, and 


falling into lower classes. But the repeal of the 
English corn laws was to produce a great increase 
of importations! That was to be seen. The eflect 
on the exports of American agricultural products 





the anticipated effect was an increase of importa- was to be seen. It was yet to be demonstrated a 

tion to the amount of $130,000. Then, as to paper- | whether they were not better off before the repeal 
hangings, an increase of importation of $100,000 | than they would be after. Before the repeal, they Be 
was calculated on as the effect of a reduction of the | imported agricultural products into the neighbor- é a 
duty to 20 percent. Then, there was molasses, | ing British provinces on advantageous terms. But ae 
of which they now imported three millions in value, | now they would have to compete with the corn- ee 
and on which the average rate of duty was short || growing nations of Europe. Why had corn and ; 4 
of 30 per cent., but was placed at 30 per cent. by | flour declined in price since the repeal of the corn- | 


laws? How were the Illinois farmers better off 
when flour had fallen 25 per cent.? The prospect 
which might have been indulged some months 
since has been altogether cut off. But did not 
everybody know that the apprehended scarcity in 


| the bill. No increase on that article could be ex- 
pected. Next were iron wares of various descrip- 
tions—a long catalogue—the value of the importa- 
tion of which, at present, was four and a half mil- 
lions, on which could be no increase. There were 
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some descriptions of glass, cabinet-ware, manufac- | Great Britain—a dreaded famine—accounted for i 
tures of wood, japanned wares, &e., all of which | the largely increased exportation of agricultural 43 
were put at 30 per cent. in the bill, the same as at | products from the United States? Was that to be i 
present, and of which no increase could be expect- | expected from year to year? Were the caleula- 
ed. Then came a class of articles which yielded | tions to be formed on the constant succession of a 


about $900,000 on an importation of three mil- 
lions—umbrellas, parasols, sun-shades, and cer- 
|| tain manufactures of silk not specified, on which 
| would be no increase. So also with cigars, yield- 
ing $375,000 duties on an importation of a million, 
the duty on which was slightly augmented. Thus, 
on articles of which the value of importation now 
was nine millions, no increase could be expected; 
while there would be a loss to the revenue of 
$2,750,000 by the reduction of duties. It would 
be necessary to add $42,500,000 to our imports to 
make up this deficiency. Then he proceeded to 
show that ad valorem duties were subject to all the | 
fluctuations in prices; notwithstanding increased 
importations might be expected to a certain extent, | 
yet, by the diminished rates of duty, the greater | 
facility for frauds under the ad valorem system, 
and the growing inability of the country to con- 
sume, all the estimates grounded on increased im- | 
ports would be ultimately found to be entirely fal- | 
lacious. If the bill passed, it would not yield more 
than the twenty-one millions which the Secretary | 
|, calculated would be the net amount of revenue on 
| the imports of last year. When he looked at the | of the present revenue $3,000,000. Why, then, 
| manner in which the statements were made up, he | should it be called a revenue bill? Undoubtedly it 
was satisfied how little dependence was to be placed || was desired to improve the treasury in the present 


years of scarcity in Great Britain? No. England 
_ would continue to raise, to the fullest possible ex- 
' tent, its own food. Her land must be cultivated. a 
Prices might decline by reason of perfect free trade he 
in corn; but British crops would be grown, put 4 
into the granaries, sold, and consumed, at whiat i 
prices they could command. Events were to be 
waited for, and the result of the experiment be 
seen. But he did not expect to see any consider- 
able exportation of American agricultural products 
in value on account of the repeal of the British 3 
‘corn laws. The price of cecal in England would 
fall, and so would the cost of labor. Goods would 
also fall in price, and thus would the duties decline, 
That was a very uncertain source of information ie 
afforded by the table estimating the values export- 
ed, which he then proceeded to show. ie 
He desired to know on what distinct grounds yee 
the bill was vindicated? Was it as a revenue bill ? 
was it because the treasury was in want of money, 
and this was a mode of improving it? He had 
endeavored to show that this bill, in the most fa- 
vorable view of its own friends, would fall short 

















* 20 aibhT 


1098 


emergency. Anxious as the gentlemen opposite 
must be to avoid an increase of public debt, and to 
avoid direct taxation, they must seek to benefit the 
many by this bill. But why give up the certain, 
reliable means which they had—which had done 
somuch? Why abandon that proved system for 
such an experiment at such an emergency? To 
that solemn inquiry the only reply was * a conjec- 
ture’’—** an approximation to the truth!” He then 
went on to reply to the argument urged avainst 
specific duties. He contended that they were a 
sure means of revenue. ‘The tax on the yard on 
which the specific duty was imposed might decline 
in Value, but the duty remained the same. If the 
value declined 10 per cent. the consumer would the 
more cheerfully pay the specific duty, while the 
ad valorem duty tnereased as the consumer’s abil- 
ity declined. Check consumption and they check- 
‘ | reventie, Ex perien c had proved that specific 
stable and not lable to fluctuation. 
‘The ad valorem principle, as had been properly 
remarked by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
|Mr. Wensrer,| yesterday, had never been tried 

He then 


y that the free-trade committee of the 


duties were 


by any nation within hi ; knowledge. 
wenton to 
[tritish Elouse of Commons had examined a great 
mass of evidence, but not a man came forward to 
advocate the ad valorem prin inle. Next he pro- 
1 to speak of the opportunities of fraud af- 
| 


ccede 
ford 
Mr. LEWIS asked if the Senator could point 
mtany prosecutions or convictions of fraud by 
under-valuation ? ; 
Mr. EVANS replied that he eould. 
Ie.) admitted that th 


ry the ad valorem system, 


He (Mr. 
report quoted by the Sena- 
tor asserted that no frauds had taken place in this 
mode, ‘The commissioners undertook many things 
which they were not told to do. The paper read 
was one signed only by one out of three of the 
COMMMISSIONC! Just at the time the eases of fraud 
were yore nding, the COMMISSION Was Ih SCSSION,; but 
the commissioners thought that it was their duty 
to co off in the effort to fasten some imputation on 
Live col ector, sa There wis never a clearly proved 
Why, at the very time that report was 
drawn up, cases embracing half a million of dollars 
were pending! And the evidence taken by the 
courts was before them. 


rr) 
cnuse, 


But, said the commis- 
was not taken by them, and 
therefore they reported that there was no fraud. 
Oh! but their room was open, and anybody might 
come in. And who came in? 
lent importers themselves. 

Mr. LEWIS asked what the Senator regarded 
as fraud? He supposed that Mr. Newbold would 
be set down as a fraudulent importer. 

Mr. EVANS. Ohno! He never run out of 
the country and paid $25,000 to avoid a prosecu- 
Hie then went on to speak of the “ York- 
shire cases’? of fraud at New York, at the period 
when the commission was in session. One of the 
cases was that of Hood. Hs father, in England, 
had been in the habit of sending fraudulent invoices 
to him, till he became alarmed, and wrote several 
certainly not very filial letters to the elder Hood, 
calle him a dunce and a villian, and cautioning 
him not to under-value his invoices more than 25 
or 30 per cent., as he would not swear to any 
crreater under-valuation. Hood, the father, became 
a bankrupt, and his papers, with these letters, fell 
into the hands of the assignees, who, being honest 
men, revealed the fraud to the custom-house 
authorities in this country. Writs were issued 
against several of the fraudulent importers, who 
fled to the country; one of them, named Taylor, 
escaped to Canada, and after remaining there for 
some time, at last succeeded in compromising the 
suit by paying $25,000—not half as much as he 
ought to have paid, according to the statement of 
the collector. And the others also compromised 
the suits in the same way, from the difliculty of 
obtaining proof of the extent of the fraud. In 
Philadelphia the same frauds had been perpetrated, 
and then there were forty-seven trials before forty- 
seven different juries, and forty-seven convictions, 
Ar. KE. continued at considerable length to expose 
the frauds which had been perpetrated in a similar 
way, describing the manner in which they were 
successfully effected. Under the tariff of 1842, they 
had been obliged, on certain articles, to run the haz- 
ard of ad valorem duties, because specific duties 
could not be laid. At the present session of Con- 
gress they had enacted a law, against which he 


Stoners, that evidence 


tion. 


(Mr. E.) had protested, taking away the chief | 
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Why, the fraudu- | 


guard against fraud, by repealing the law giving 
a share of the penalty of fraud to the custom-house 
officers. How many prosecutions did they expect 
now? All sorts of motive to vigilance had been 
taken away. As that law had been passed, so 
much the more rigidly should they adhere to the 
stringencies of the present proposition. The Sen- 
ator from Alabama had argued, that as under the 
specific duty system the article went through the 
hands of only one officer, fraud was more easy than 
under the ad valorem system, when several officers 
reviewed the article, and were checks upon each 
other. The check was simply on whether the 
right rate of duty had been fixed. Nobody but 
the clerk examined the goods. The ad valorem 
were liable to just double the danger of the speci- 
fics. Who ascertained the weight or measurement 
under an ad valorem duty? But one man, just as 
under the specific duty system. But besides, they 
were, under the ad valorem system, liable to the 
danger of fraudulent under-valuation and mistakes 
of officers. But it had been argued by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury and the Senator from Ala- 
bama, that as alre dy the ad valorem articles paid 
more than one-half of the revenue, therefore it was 
the best system. Did the Secretary expect that 
people would import goods, not because they want- 
ed them, but because they were imported in a cer- 
tain way? ‘The people imported’goods just as they 
wanted them, altogether irrespective of the mode 
in which the duty was placed upon them. Change 
the specific to the ad valorem, and ad valorem to 
the specific, and was it to be expected that the spe- 
cifie would rise to sixty millions, and the ad valo- 
rem to fall thirty-five millions? He need not ex- 
pose the absurdity of such an expectation. There 
were several topics on which he might dwell—the 
more attractive topics, too, the effects of the pro- 
posed system—but the country was familiar with 
them. But those parts of the subject he would 
leave to those who were to succeed him. He then 
proceeded to recapitulate the chief points of his 
argument against the bill. He objected to it be- 
cause it was inadequate to support the Government 
inatime of peace. He objected to it because, if 
they adopted it, they destroyed the public credit, at 
a time, too, when loans were sought. He ojected 
to it because it would destroy the honest commerce 
of the country, and put their trade in the hands of 
unprincipled foreigners. He objected to it because 
it held out inducements to fraud. He objected to it 
because it would drive so many from employment, 
to poverty and crime. He objected to it because it 
was an experiment—an experiment to be tried ata 
time when, of all others, they should stand by that 
which was proved to be good. He objected to it be- 
cause it was sought by it to destroy a system which 
had worked well—sustained the public credit, sup- 
ported the Government, and promoted healthful 
commerce. He had now discharged his duty. 
His arguments would be met fairly, he doubted 
not. He did not apprehend misrepresentation 
there, whatever might be his fate elsewhere, and 
of that he should take no notice. 
“ Stetimus tela aspera contra, 
Contulimusque manus, experto credite, quantus 
In clypeum assurgat, quo turbine torqueat hastam.” 

Mr. President, (continued Mr. E.,) this is, un- 
doubtedly, the last time that I shall ever trespass 
ov the indulgence of the Senate in a speech upon 
this subject. The period of my service in the 
public counsels is drawing rapidly to a close; and 
if my wishes or interests had been consulted, 
would have closed long before this time. I have 
had occasion frequently—quite too frequently —to 
speak upon this subject. ible | 
in the enactment of the Jaw of 1842, which is to 
be overthrown. I exerted myself with what abil- 
itv L could exert on that occasion, and I have done 
so repeatedly since, in vindicating and upholding 
that system. I have done so now. But in all 
this, sir, | have had no personal ends to subserve. 
I have no personal interest whatever in upholding 
the system which has prevailed, and for which I 
have labored; no one in any way related to me on 
earth has any interest in that system personally. 
| have no other interest in it than that which every 


able Senators may well say that we 


| had some humble part | 


citizen of the country has, in seeing his fellow- | 
men prosperous and happy, and his country rising || 


in wealth and strength. ‘To accomplish that, I 
have labored as I have labored. 
nothing—I expect nothing personally. The policy 
which has prevailed has been conducive to the 
wealth of individuals, but not to mine. Honor- 


I have gained | 
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are Workine 
not for ourselves. They may say— > 
a , : € 
Sic vos non vobis, fertis ararta boves— 


for we have worked like oxen in the harness 
for ourselves, but for the interests of our cout, th 
Others have reaped and gathered in golden |, ciate lo 
from the fields which we have ploughed and ti!),.0 


I have no repinings—no envyings—no yeey, 


hot 


. p 

though I have gathered none myself. But f have p 
this consolation, sir—this pride—this exultati G 
- ; ltatioy 

—that I have labored in a just and honora}| f 


a a ee : € spirit M 
of patriotism, for the interests of my country | \ 
see it—and I rejoice to see it—rising in strensth 

5 , 











in wealth, in power. And it is to me—however u 
feebly I have discharged any duties conners, k 
with it—it is to me a source of satisfaction that | c 
have been in a very humble degree a fellow-lahoy. d 
er with others in building up and advancing, and ; 
upholding the interests, and happiness, and hono; J 
of this great people. 7 I 
Here the honorable gentleman resumed his seq; , 
A long pause followed, broken by the voice of— ; 
The PRESIDENT. ‘Shall the question by 
put?” ; 
Another pause followed, and then 
Mr. DAVIS rose and said: Mr. President: {¢ 
no gentleman on the other side wishes to addres 
the Senate, | would desire to submit a few remarks. 
but I do not wish to proceed till to-morrow. 
Mr. LEWIS hoped that the Senate would pro- 
ceed in the consideration of the bill. | 


Mr. R. JOHNSON. Will the chairman of th, 
Committee on Finance inform me whether any 
gentleman on his side of the chamber intends 1) 
participate in this discussion ? 

Mr. LEWIS replied that he believed one gent 
man did intend to speak on the subject to-morroy 

Mr. SEVIER hoped that the question would 
taken at once. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘Shall the question be now 
put?” 

Mr. DAVIS then moved that the further cop- 
sideration of the bill be postponed till to-morrow 
at twelve o’clock. 

The yeas and nays were called for, and, being 
seconded, were ordered and taken with the follow- 
ing result : 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, Cam 
eron, Cilley, J. M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Crittenden, 
Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagin, Jolin 
son of Louisiana, Johnson of Maryland, Mangum, Miller, 
Morehead, Niles, Phelps, Semple, Sturgeon, Upliam, Web- 
ster, and Woodbridge—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag 
by, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, 
Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, 
McDuttie, Pennybacker, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Turuey, 
and Westcott—24. 


So the motion was adopted. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the private calendar, and passed bills with the 
following titles: 

An act for the relief of Isabella Baldridge, widow 
of Captain John Baldridge. 

Bill for the relief of Edward Bolen. 

An act for the relief of Charles M. McKenzie. 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Crocker Samp- 
son, deceased. 

Bill for the relief of H. H. Marsh, of Michigan 

Bill for the relief of William B. Keene. 

Bill granting a pension to John Clark. 

sill for the relief of Alexis Ayot. 

[A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, announcing that said House had pass- 
ed a bill to authorize the issuing of treasury notes, 
anda loan. This bill was taken up, read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. | 


The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, July 15, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished bus'- 
ness to be the resolution of Mr. MeKay, pending 
at the adjournment last evening, providing that all 
debate on the bill to authorize an issue of treasury 
notes and a loan should cease this day at twelve 
o’clock. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 
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Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested a doubt as to the 
spesence of a quorum. 

4 brief conversation followed. 

The question, “ Shall the resolution be laid on 
the table ?”? was then taken, and resulted as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messts. Arnold, Ashmun, Barringer, Blanchard, 
puflington, John G. Chapman, Cranston, Crozier, Garrett 
pavis, Dickson, Dockery, John H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, 
Graham, Grider, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, J. R, Ingersoll, 
D. p. King. Lewis, Long, MeGanghey, McHenry, Marsh, 
Moseles , Pendleton, Julius Rockwell, Root, Runk, Seaman, 
Albert Smith, C. B. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Thibodeaux, 
Thomasson, Tilden, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, White, Win- 
throp and Young—45. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Benton, Biggs, James 
Black, James A. Black, Catheart, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, 
Cocke, Collin, Cullom, Cunningham, De Mott, Dillingham, 
Dobbin. Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Erdman, Foster, Fries, 
Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Hopkins, Hough, G. S. Houston, | 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, | 
James H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 
p. King, Lawrence, La Sere, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClean, 
McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, Joseph J. McDowell, 
James McDowell, MeKay, Barkley Martin, Moulton, Norris, 
Owen, Parrish, Payne, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, 
Russell, Sawyer, Scammon, Alexander D. Sims, Simpson, 
Thos, Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Strong, 
sykes, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Tredway, Wentworth, 
Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Woodward, and Yost—78. | 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 


And the auestion recurring on its adoption— 

Mr. EWING, of Pennsylvania, moved to amend | 
it, by substituting twelve o’clock to-morrow, for 
tw elve o’clock to-day. : 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON demanded the previous 
que stion. | 

There was a second, and the main question was | 
ordered to be now taken. 

The amendment of Mr. Ewrne was rejected. 

And the resolution was adopted. | 

Whereupon the House, on motion of Mr. Me- | 
KAY, again resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Gorpon, of 
New York, in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the said bill. 

Mr. TIBBATTS was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee during his hour in cor- 
recting a statement made by Mr. Wick, of his 
opinions on the tariff question, and in reply to | 
some remarks made the other day by Mr. Sran- | 
TON. | 
Mr. McKAY briefly explained and defended the | 
provisions of the bill. It was founded (he said) | 
upon the recommendation of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, which he would bring to the notice of 
the committee. It was contained in a report made 
to the Senate on the 15th of June last, which, in 
case this war with Mexico continues to Ist July, 
1847, estimates that there will be a deficiency in | 
the treasury of $12,587,000, and which recom- 
mends that authority be given to issue treasury | 
notes, or resort to loans, as shall be most available 
to meet the emergency. 

[Mr. McK. then read the extract, which the re- 
porter has not to insert.] 

Without at all expressing an opinion (he said) 
as to the accuracy of this estimate of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, the Committee of Ways and 
Means are satisfied, if the war should be prolonged 
beyond the present year, there will be a deficiency 
in the treasury; but they have not, in the bill they 
have reported, authorized either the issue of treas- 
ury notes or the negotiation of a loan to the amount 
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' denomination than fifty dollars is to be issued; 


they are to be signed by the Treasurer and coun- 

tersigned by the Register; to bear interest not ex- 

ceeding six per cent., the rate to be fixed by the 

Secretary of the Treasury with the approbation of 

the President; and after being thus regulated they | 
are to be used either in payment to public credi- | 
tors for services rendered or supplies furnished, if 

they think proper to receive them, or the Secre- 

tary can go into market, and upon the credit of 
these notes, instead of by loan, as proposed by 

the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. G. Davis,] 

borrow money. These are the purposes for which 

they are to be used, as specified in the act of 1837, 

4th section. 

{Mr. McKay read the section.] 

He advocated this bill, or he consented to con- 
ferring this authority to issue treasury notes, sim- 
ply under that clause of the Constitution which 
authorizes Congress to ‘* borrow money,”’ and 
according to the disposition which the Govern- 


ment has authorized to be made of them. It is 


only one form of borrowing money. 
into the constitutional question. 

Mr. G. DAVIS inquired if they authorized the 
Government to pay the public creditors these notes, 
and this operation took place, whether it was bor- 
rowing money, or paying off debt? 

Mr. McKAY considered it only borrowing 
money. For suppose the creditor takes the notes; 
they are made redeemable at the Treasury in one 
year after; he has not received so much money, 
but he is to come forward in one year, and then 
receive the amount due to him. The notes are 
redeemable on presentation in one year, and then 
it is that the demand against the Government is | 
satisfied. 

3ut he had said he would not go into the consti- 
tutional question. His friend before him, [Mr. 


I will not go 


| 


| Gentry,] admitted that there was no doubt about 


the power to issue these treasury notes. They had 
been resorted to by both the great parties which 
divide the country at different periods of our 
history. During the war of 1812 treasury notes 
to the amount of $36,000,000 and odd were issued. 
From 1837 to 1843, $47,000,000 and odd were is- 
sued, and that by both of the great parties of the 
country. 

Mr. McK. read the various issues making up the 
aggregate amount, of which some $14,000,000 were 
issued—at three different times—by the 27th 
(Whig) Congress. 

He also read from another table, showing the re- | 
spective rates of interest which these several issues | 
bore—$28,000,000 being at 6 per cent., $4,000,000 
at 2 per cent., and $1,000,000 at one per cent., &e. 
Also a table showing the different amounts out- 
standing at different periods during and subsequent 
to that time. The amount now outstanding was a 
little over $400,000. 

The issue of treasury notes and the negotiation 
of a loan, he repeated, stand on the same basis, | 


| and are only different modes of accomplishing the | 


same thing—of borrowing money. But the friends 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, in the 27th Con- 
gress, attempted to supply the deficiency in the 
treasury by a loan. An act was passed authori- | 


| zing a loan of $12,000,000 in July, 1841; they re- | 


| fused then to resort to treasury notes; but when 


called for by the Secretary. The committee are in || 


hopes—he was, as an individual—that this war 
will be speedily brought to a close. He had ex- | 
pressed that opinion on a former occasion, and he | 
still adhered to it; and he thought the power to 
Issue treasury notes or negotiate a loan to the 
amount of $10,000,000, was provision of ample 
means for the prosecution of the war till Congress 
assembled again in December. If it should turn 
out that the war is to be continued beyond expec- | 


' notes, which they had previously repudiated. 


tation, of course it will be competent for Congress || 


‘0 provide other means for its prosecution. He 
was fully prepared, if this war should be contin- 
ued, to resort to taxation for supplies; he would 
not be willing to resort to treasury notes or to loans 
as a permanent reliance. 

Now, what were the provisions of this bill? It 
authorized the issue of treasury notes, or the ne- 
goulation of a loan, to the amount of ten millions 
of dollars, the amount of each to be determined 
as the Secretary shall think proper. This power 
to issue treasury notes is to be exercised under the 
provisions and limitations of the act of 1837, re- 
ferred to in this bill. 


By that act no note of less | 


they came back the very next session, what did 
theydo? They had to fall back upon these treasury 


Mr. G. DAVIS inquired of Mr. McK. if he did 
not vote against that bill? 

Mr. McKAY said he had not borne it in mind 
particularly; nor had he examined the Journal. 

Mr. DAVIS said he had, and the gentleman 
voted against it. 

Mr. McKAY. How did you vote? 

Mr. DAVIS. In the negative. 

Mr. McKAY. Then we voted together. But 
all the gentleman’s political friends voted for it. 

He (Mr. McK.) had shown that these treasury 
notes had received the sanction of both parties at 
different periods. Now, what is the possible ob- | 
jection to them? You cannot get the capitalists to 
loan money to the Government unless it is for a 
long period; you tried it for three years from 1841; 
you could get no capitalists to take it, unless it was | 
extended to twenty years. A certain amount of loan | 


was negotiated, not redeemable before the close of || 
that time; it has brought so high a price in the | 


market as not to be for the interest of the Govern- 
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of millions of dollars lying idle in the treasury, 
while you have been paying to the holders of this 
loan an annual interest of about $1,000,000. But 
on the other hand, of the 43,000,000 of treasury 
notes issued between 1837 and 1843 but $400,000 
now remain outstanding. Would it not, then, have 
been better had we continued the use of these treas- 
ury notes, which might gradually have been ab- 
sorbed by the revenue as it accrued? There is now 
a temporary deficiency. If the war be brought to 
aspeedy close, he was satisfied that it would be a 
temporary deficiency; and that the receipts from 
the customs and the public lands after the war is 
brought to a close, would be ample not only to 
meet the current expenses of the Government, but 
to provide an adequate sum out of which these 
treasury notes shall be reimbursed. ‘The interest 
upon them is not to exceed 6 per cent. 

But the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Davis} 
objected that this bill furnished a Government ew 
rency. Why, nobody could pretend to object to 
iton this cround, unless he was dciermined to ob 
ject at all events. These notes bear interest—no 


| currency bears interest; and as long as interest is 


payable, they can never pass from hand to hand 
as the circulation of the country. ‘They will be 
purchased, of course, by the capitalists as invest 
ments, 

The gentleman also objected that this bill was 
inconsistent with one which this House had pre- 
viously passed and sent to the Senate—viz: the 
independent treasury scheme. Now there was 
no inconsistency at all. It was true that that bill 
required, after a certain time, that nothing should 
be received or paid out by the Government except 
cold and silver; but this act was not inconsistent 
with it, for this is nothing more than borrowing 
money, and the Government agents receive the 
evidences of that debt in effect for debts due to the 
treasury. After it becomes due, the Government 
acrees to pay it, as it ought to. The acts are not 
inconsistent at all; and even if they were, this be- 
ing a subsequent one, would to that extent modify 
the former. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS. When these treas- 
ury notes are offered in payment for public lands 
or for customs, will they not be receivable? 

Mr. McKAY. Certainly. They are made so 
by law. 

Mr. DAVIS. When so received, will not this 
be a receipt of treasury notes in discharge of Govy- 
ernment dues, and in violation of the sub-treasury 
law ? 

Mr. McKAY, (continuing.) I think there is no 
inconsistency, and I will not therefore press the 
matter. The gentleman himself admits that there 
may be occasions when it will be proper to issue 
treasury notes: he does not deny the power or the 
expediency of resorting to these treasury notes at 
certain times; he thinks the emergency which calls 
for them does not now exist; I think itdoes. If] 
could have had my choice, | would have confined 
the Secretary to the issue of treasury notes alone, 
and not toaloan. The committee will observe that 
the time to which the loan is to extend will be lim- 
ited to ten years, which is a very short time. I 
would greatly prefer depending upon treasury 
notes to supply this deficiency, which is likely to 
be a temporary one; and the Government will then 
save the interest immediately from the time that it 
is able to redeem them. 

Mr. STANTON here obtained the floor, and 
made sundry personal explanations in reply to 
Mr. Tirsparts. 

Mr. GRAHAM briefly opposed the issue of 


| treasury notes, as being an evasion of the respon- 
| sibility of coming out boldly and negotiating a oan, 


and as an illusive and dangerous mode of aceumnu- 
lating a debt without the knowledge of the people. 
This speech of the chairman of the Committee of 
| Ways and Means—just issue them now—this once 
| —was the old stereotyped speech, which we had 
heard from year to year during Mr. Van Buren’s 
| Administration, when a large public debt had been 
| accumulated in this way. He thought in public 
as well as in private affairs ‘* honesty is the best 


debt in an open manner should be adopted now that 
the exigencies of the treasury required. He ob- 
| jected also to the issue of treasury notes, as it was 
so convenient a way of handing over to one Ad- 
| ministration to be provided for the debt contracted 
by a preceding one, and as inconsistent with the 


| policy,” and that the honest mode of contracting a 
} 


ment to redeem it, although you have had a surplus |! provisions of the sub-treasury. He thought it in- 
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finitely better, and the best measure that could be 
resorted to, to borrow money. He was not for 
withholding supplies, but, on the contrary, for 
voting them, to prosecute the war vigorously and 
successfully. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL gave notice ofan amend- 
ment which he intended to offer, and briefly ex- 
plained and enforced its provisions, 

‘The hour of twelve having arrived, the commit- 
tee, in pursuance of the order of the House, pro- 
ceeded to vote on amendments pending, or that 
mucht be offered, 

‘The pending question was first on the amend- 
mentof Mr. Geanrerr Davis, to strike out the first 
secuon; Which motion was rejected, 

‘The question then was on the motion of Mr. 
(i. Davis to strike out the Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, and so 
much of the 6th line as will include the word 
* proper,’? in the 2d section, and add these words: 
* That the President of the United States be, and 


heis hereby, authorized to borrow, on the credit 
‘ot’ the United State Ss, anv sum of money not ex- 
‘ereding ten millions of dollars ;’’ also, in the 14th 


and Joth lines, strike out out the words * togvether 


‘with the treasury notes issued by virtue of this 


“act 
Which amendment, by ayes 38, noes not count- 
ed Wal Peja ved. : : 
ion then was on the motion of Mr. G. 
Pyasis, to mmend the third section in the first and 
second lines, by striking out the words * treasury 
he jected, 1 
Mr. SEAMAN moved an amendment, restrict- 
me the interest to a rate not hivher than 3 per cent. 
Rejected 
Mr. J. A. ROCK WELL offered the following 


amendment; which was rejected: 


notes and the 


Proviled, That nothing inthis act shall be construed on 


exceuted in such a tiaauneras to titerfere with or violate 


the provesions ofan act which has passed the House of Rep 
i itutives during the present session, entitled An act to 
provide for the better organization of the treasury, and for 


tire public mone > provided said act shall become a law ; 


nd that the Dith seetion of said aet, providing that “all 
dau tia ‘ tles OF pubin lands, debts, and sums of 
money necerumg or b ming due to the United States,’ 


hall be pautin gold and silver coin only; and the 20th 
thon, providing = that any officer or agent engaged in 


miakimg disbursements on account of the United States, or 


of the General Post Oftiee, shall make all payments in gold 
and silver un only? ill be rigidly entoreed, notwith 
standing anything contained in this act. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL offered the following 
amendme: f,as an additional section: 

Rec. 5. .dnd be it further enacted, That the sum of fifty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated 
out of any mouey in the treasury not otherwise appropri 
ated, for the purpose of paying the amount of certain treas 
ury notes Which, having been received or redeemed by any 

thorized officer of the Government, and subsequently pur 
jomed or stolen, and put into eirculation without evidence 
ou thenfece of their having been cancelled to the respective 
holders Who may have received the same, on any ot them, 
I 
‘ 


rtull consideration inthe usual course of business, with 
mt notice or knowledge of the same baving been stolen or 
cancelled, or altered, and without anv circumstances to cast 


suspicion on the good futh or due caution with which they 
may have received the same. 

Vir. McK AY raised the question of order that 
there was a bill on the calendar providing for these 
tre ISUry notes, 

The CILAIRMAN decided (after an examina- 
tion) that the bill was not like the amendment. 
"Therefore it was in order. 

‘The question was then taken, (by tellers,) and 
the vote stood—ayes S80, noes 56. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. STEWART offered an amendment, which 
was decided out of order. [It related to the duties 
on wines, &c., but was not read through.] 

‘The committee then rose and reported the bill 
and amendment to the House. 

Mr. BOYD demanded the previous question, 
“ hich was seconde d. 

And the main question (firston the amendment, 
and then on orde ring the bill to a third reading) 
was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. RATHBUN and Mr. ROBERTS asked 
the yeas and nays on concurring in the amendment; 
which were ordered, and resulted as follows: 

¥ EAS— Messrs. Abbott, J. Q@. Adams, 8. Adams, Arnold, 
Ashioun, Barringer, Bedinger, Bell, Buffington, Burt, Wil 
lian W. Campbell, J, G. Chapman, Cocke, Cranston, Cro- 
vier, Culver, G. Davis, Dixon, Dockery, Edsall, J. H. Ewing, 
Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Foot, Foster, Fries, Gentry, Gri- 
der, Grinnell, Hampton, Harper, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, 
Isane EB. Holmes, John W. Houston, George S. Houston, 
Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, Hunter, Joseph 
R. lngersotl, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph Johnson, Daniel 
P. King, Thomas Butler King, Lawrence, Leake, Leib, 


lleetion, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of 
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Lewis, Levin, Long, Maclay, McConnell, J. J. McDowell, 
James McDowell, McGaughey, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, 
J. P. Martin, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, Pillsbury, Rhett, 


| Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Seaman, 


Seddon, Severance, Alexander D. Sims, Truman Smith, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stanton, 
Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, ‘Thomasson, J. Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, Vinton, 
Wentworth, White, Wilmot, Winthrop, Woodruff, Wood- 
ward, Wright, and Young—ss. 

NAYS—Mesers. Benton, Biggs, James Black, Boyd, Brod- 
head, William G. Brown, Cathcart, Augustus A. Chapman, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, 
Cullom, Dargan, De Mott, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Erdman, 
Ficklin, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Grover, 
Hamlin, Haralson, Hoge, Hough, James B. Hunt, Jenkins, 
James H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Kaufman, La Sere, Ligon, Luinpkin, McClean, McCrate, 
MeKay, Barkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, Niven, Owen, 
Parrish, Payne, Phelps, Rathbun, Reid, Ritter, Roberts, Saw- 
telle, Sawyer, Scammon, Leonard H. Sims, St. John, Strong, 
Tredway, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, and Yost—66. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading. 

And having been read a third time by iis utle, 
and the question being on its passage, 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON demanded the previous 
question, which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion Was ordered. 

Mr. MeGAUGHEY asked the yeas and nays 
thereon; which were ordered. 

Mr. RA'THBUN asked to be excused from vo- 
tine, for reasous which he assigned, and which were 
founded on objections to the amendment, 

The House refused to excuse him. 

‘The question * Shall this bill pass??? was then 
taken, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


:? 


Y EAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Arnold, Barringer, Bed- 
inger, Bell, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, 
Brodhead, William G. Brown, Butlington, Burt, William 
W. Campbell, Catheart, Augustus A, Chapman, Reuben 
Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cranston, Cullom, 
Cummins, Dargan, De Mott, Dobbin, Dromgoole, Dunlap, 
Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, Foster, Fries, Garvin, 
Gentry, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Grider, Hamilin, 
Henley, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, Isaac E. Holmes, Hough, 
George 8S. Houston, E. W. Hubard, Hungerford, Hunter, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Thomas B. 
King, Lawrence, Leake, Leib, La Sere, Levin, Ligon, 
Loug, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, MeClelland, McConnell, 
Joseph J. McDowell, James McDowell, McHenry, McKay, 
Jobn P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Miller, Morris, Moseiey, 
Moulton, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Phelps, Pillsbury, 
Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, John A. Rockwell, Sawtelle, 
Scammon, Seaman, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard 


H. Sims, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Strohm, | 


Strong, Sykes, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Tred- 
way, Wentworth, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, 
Woodruff, Woodward, Wright, Young, and Yost—1L1&. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Ashmun, 
Benton, Boyd, Milton Brown, John G. Chapman, Chipman, 
Cocke, Crozier, Culver, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Dockery, 
John H. Ewing, Edwin U1. Ewing, Foot, 4¢rover, Hampton, 
Harper, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King, Pres- 
ton King, Lewis, MeGaugbey, Mclivaine, Marsh, Pendleton, 
Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawyer, Severance, 
Truman Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather, Stephens, 
St. John, Tilden, Toombs, Vinton, and White—47. 


So the bill was passed in the following form, to 
wit: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President of the United States is hereby authorized to 
eause treasury notes to be issued for such sum or sums as 
the exigencies of the Government may require, and in place 
of such of the same as may be redeemed to cause others to 
be issued, but not exceeding the sum of 810,000,090 of this 
emission outstanding at any one time, and tobe issued under 
the limitations and other provisious contained in the act 
entitled “ An act to authorize the issue of treasury notes,” 
approved the 12th of October, 1837, except that the author- 
ity hereby given to issue treasury notes shall expire at the 
end of one year from the passage of this act. 

Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, That the President, if in 
his opinion it shall be the interest of the United States so to 
do instead of issuing the whole amount of treasury notes 
authorized by the first seetion of this act, may borrow on the 
credit of the United States such an amount of money as he 
may deem proper, and issue therefor stock of the United 
States for the sum thus borrowed in the same form and 
under the same restrictions, limitations, and provisions as 
are contained in the act of Congress, approved April 14, 1842, 
entitied * An act for the extension of the loan of 1841, and 
for an addition of five millions of dollars thereto, and for 
allowing interest on treasury notes due :”? Provided, however, 
That the sums borrowed, together with the treasury notes 
issued by virtue of this act, shall not, in the whole, exceed 
the sum of ten millions of dollars: .&nd provided further, 
That no commission shall be allowed or paid for the nego 
tiation of the loan authorized by this act; and also, that the 
said stock shall be redeemable at a period not longer than 
ten years from the issue thereof. 

Sec. 3, and be it further enacted, That the treasury notes 
and the stock issued under the provisions ofthis act shall 
not bear a higher rate of interest than six per cent. per an- 
num, and no part thereof shall be disposed of at less than par. 

Sec. 4, dnd be it further enacted, That no compensation 
shall be made to any officer, whose salary is fixed by law, 
for preparing, signing, or issuing treasury notes; nor shall 


, any clerk be employed beyond the number authorized by 


the aci herein referred to. 


July 15, 


| Sec.5. And be it further enacted, That the sum of fitt 

thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appro wt 
out of any moneyin the treasury not otherwise approprias 
for the purpose of paying the amount of certain treas 
notes which having been received or redeemed by ay. any 
thorized officer of the Government, and subsequently pur 
loined or stolen and put into circulation without aie 
on their face of their having been cancelled to the res ; a 
tive holders who may have received the same, or Ss \ 
them, for afull consideration in the usual course of busin, 
without notice or knowledge of the same having been ~ 
or cancelled or altered, and without any circumstance 
cast suspicion on the good faith or due caution w 
they may have received the same. 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON moved a reconsideration 
of the vote, and demanded the previous question, 

There was a second. The main question was 
ordered; and, being taken, the vote was not 
considered. 


REPORT ON THE MEXICAN WAR, 


Mr. CULLOM made an ineffectual motion t, 
suspend the rules to enable him to submit a mo. 
tion for the printing of an extra number of the 
report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, in y: 
lation to the causes of the Mexican war. 


NATIONAL FOUNDRY. 
Mr. BRODHEAD moved that the House resol, 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 6° 
the Union, (for the purpose of taking up the hill 
reported from the Committee on Miltary Affairs, 
providing for the establishment of a  nationa! 
foundry.) 

Mr. HUNTER requested him to waive the mo- 
tion for the purpose (the reporter thinks) of en- 
abling him (Mr. H.) to submit a motion settinz 
apart some time for the consideration of busing 
relating to the District of Columbia. 

The motion was not waived. 

And the question being taken, the motion of M; 
Bropuean was rejected. 

Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En 
rolled Bills, made a report. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Norris, of New Hampshire, in 
the chair.) 


Mr. McKAY moved that the committee take uw 
the bill making appropriations for the support of 
volunteers. 

Mr. RATHBUN indicated the bill to reorganiz: 
the State Department. 

Mr. BURT referred to some bill, the title of 
which the reporter could not hear. 


VOLUNTEERS AND OTHER TROOPS. 


The motion of Mr. McKay having been agreed 
to, the committee proceeded to the consideration of 
the following bill: 


A BILL making appropriations for the support of volur 
teers and other troops authorized to be employed in th 
prosecution of the war with Mexico, during the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and forty 
seven. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appr 
priated, to be paid out of any money in the treasury, tor th 
support of volunteers and other troops authorized to be eu 
ployed in the prosecution of the war with Mexico, during 
the year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and 
forty-seven: 

For the regular army, viz: 

For pay of officers and men, provided for by the act ot 
eighteenth June, eighteen hundred and forty-six, forty-fiv 
thousand nine hundred and forty-four dollars ; 

For subsistence of said officers, three thousand eight hun 
dred and sixty-nine dollars ; 

For forage for said officers’ horses, three thousand seven 
hundred and forty-four dollars ; 

For clothing for said officers’ servants, three hundred aut 
sixty dollars ; 

For recruiting the rifle regiment, nine thousand one hun 
dred and eighty dollars ; 

For clothing and camp equipage for same, twenty-nin’ 
thousand nine hundred and ninety-three dollars ; 

For forage for same, fifty-two thousand two hundred ant 
fittv-four dollars. 

For volunteers, (including officers, &c., authorized by acts 
| passed the present session,) and their operations, and thos 
| of the regular army in the field, viz: 

For pay of officers, two hundred and twelve thousand and 
ninety-six dollars ; : 
For subsistence of officers, &e., one hundred and filty-two 
| thousand seven hundred and sixteen dollars ; 

For forage for officers’ horses, fifty-three thousand three 
hundred and seventy-six dollars ; 

For clothing of officers’ servants, thirteen thousand eight 
hundred dollars ; : 

For pay, &c., &c., of volunteers authorized by the act ot 
thirteenth May, eighteen hundred and forty-six, three mil- 
lion four hundred and ninety-seven thousand dollars; 

For subsistence in kind, one million fifty-four thousand 
| and five hundred dollars ; 

For camp equipage, &c.,one hundred and thirty thousand 

\! dollars ; 
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for medical and hospital supplies, forty-five thousand five 


pundred dollars 5 : i ired 1 forty-f | 
For ordnance, arms, &e., three hundred and forty-four 


ysand dollars 5 : 7 
For supplies, transportation, &c., of the quartermaster’s 
soartment, six million three hundred and nine thousand and 
- aty-seven dollars. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS gave notice of the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

ind be it further enacted, That the proper accounting offi- 
* be, and they are hereby, authorized and required to 
sit aud settle, upon principles of justice and equity, ac- 
ieding to the circumstances of the case, all accounts and 

ands of any of the United States against the Government 
for raising any troops under any regulations of the President, | 
ito pay the same out of any money in the treasury not | 


} 
ana 


agyerwise appropriate d. 

Mr. MeKAY had only a few words to say in 
explanation of this bill. Congress had, by act of 
13th May, appropriated ten millions to enable the | 
president to employ volunteers not exceeding 
“0, Of this sum, two and three-quarter mil- 
ions was applied to the naval service, leaving 
ven and a quarter millions to the army. The 
Executive, under this act, determined to call out 
05,000 men. He was authorized to call for 50,000; 
i called but half that number—25,000. Of this 
pumber, 5,000 were cavalry, the remainder infan- 
wy and riflemen. ‘To pay the expenses of this 
number of 25,000 volunteers, and also to provide 
payment for some additional officers of the regular 
anny, the appointment of whom has been autho- 
rized by two acts passed during the present session, 
these sums are necessary. It was to provide pay, 
subsistence, &e., for the additional officers of the 
regular army, and for these 25,000 volunteers, up 
wo the Ist of July, 1847, if the war should so long 
continue. In addition to this ten millions appropri- 
ated by act of 13th May, the appropriations pro- 
posed by this bill, amounting in the aggregate to 
$11,812,015, were wanted to complete the service 
of the fiscal year. If the war be brought to a 
close earlier, the money of course will not be ex- 
pended, but will remain in the treasury. This was 
the only explanation he had to make. 

[A voice. 
ions?” 

This was in addition to the ten millions already 
appropriated, (said Mr. McK.) Of that ten mil- 
lions, there was applicable to the service of the 
present fiseal year unexpended en the Ist of July, 
34,535,000; the difference between this $4,535,000 
and this seven and a quarter millions of dollars hav- 
ing been drawn out for the outlay, the committee 
would at once perceive that the largest expendi- 
tures occur at the opening of the war. A great 
many things have to be purchased—steamboats, 
wagons, horses, mules, &c. The expenditures 
at the commencement of course are very heavy. 
Here is the estimate of funds required, &c.: 


Estimate of funds required by the quartermaster’s departinent 
for the next fiscal year, for a force of twenty thousand foot 


t 


a 


? 


and five thousand mounted volunteers, in an active campuign, | 
including the increased expense for the transportation, for- 


age, and depots for the regular army consequent on a state 
of war. 


For 2,000 wagons, at an average of $120........ $240,000 
For 10,900 horses and mules for wagons, at $75... 750,000 
For 2,000 sets of harness, at $40..........+00-6. 80,000 | 


For 4,00 mules for packing, at $40............. 160,000 


For 4,000 pack saddles, at $15.........-..000+6. 60,000 
For 400 yoke of oxen, at $25..... ates aa Saeki 10,000 
For blacksmiths?’ and other tools, iron and other 

inaterials, for an army of 25,000 men......... 120,000 | 


For water transportation, including the purchase 
_ and charter of steamers and other vessels.... 1,510,000 
For pay of agents, superintendents, veterinary sur- 
geons, farriers, teamsters, laborers, mechanics, 
artificers, clerks, wagon and forage masters, 
expresses, &c., say 4, 00, at$1 59 per day each, 
including subsistence and other necessary ex- 


2 sit. edhe a ecaranie is acah atau so aenba aed 2,190,000 
Por rents, storage, drayage, building storehouses, 
and workshops, expense of depéts, &e....... 600,000 


For forage for mounted and other volunteers, and 
lor the horses, mules, and oxen, in the trains. 3,000,000 


Por fuel, straw, and stationery, for volunteers... 100,000 
Por camp and garrison equipage for volunteers.... 130,000 
For contingencies of the War Department............ 50,000 


8,999,000 | 


QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
Washington City, June, 1846. 
TH. 8. JESUP, Q. M. G. 


Towards this estimated amount of $8,990,000, 


ang . 
there are now in the treasury, applicable from the | 


‘ppropriation of ten million dollars, $2,509,072— 


caving six million three or four hundred thousand 
dollars proposed to be provided for in the bill be- | 


fore us. he pay of all the volunteers, and all 
the expenses connected with them, were estimated 
lor the year at about $16,347,000. These esti- 
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‘Ts this in addition to the ten mil- | 


| . . . 
mates are all printed, and gentlemen will find them 


in the report made to the Senate; and he would 
not consume the time of the committee by reading 
them. This bill, he repeated, was a bill to enable 
the Government to carry on the war; if the war 
was ended before the close of the year, the money 
Iwoud not be drawn from the treasury. 

Mr. G. DAVIS (Mr. McK. yielding at his re- 
quest) observed that the gentleman [Mr. McK. } 
had stated in his speech some few weeks ago, 
that there was a surplus in the treasury, enough 
to wage this war against Mexico. At the time 
when a state of war was recognised by Congress 
as existing between the United States and Mexico, 
there was a general appropriation of ten millions 
for the purpose of conducting this war. Did he 
understand the gentleman now as intending the 
appropriation by this bill to be additional to the 
former appropriation ? 

Mr. McKAY. I stated it distinctly. This is 
in addition. 

Mr. DAVIS. Well, then, the gentleman’s 
statement was, if I recollect aright, that there was 
surplus enough in the treasury to carry on the war; 
and he now states that this eleven millions and odd | 
is additional, It seemed, then, that the appropri- 
ations, would amount to about twenty-two millions 
of dollars; and he thought this was a sum beyond 
any surplus in the treasury at the time the gentle- 
man gave his opinion that there was sufficient sur- 
plus to carry on this war. 

Mr. McKAY. The gentleman could not have 
' attended to the remarks he (Mr. Meck.) made, or 
he would not have fallen into the mistake which ap- 
pears from his inquiry. What he said then, was, 
that it appeared by a publication made in the pa- 

vers of that day, that on the Ist of July there was 
in the treasury a surplus of about $9,300,000. In 
the course of his remarks, he expressed the hope 
| that the war would be brought speedily to a close, 
within three or six months; and he said in that con- 
tingency the surplus then in the treasury, amount- 
ing to upwards of nine millions of dollars, would 
| be sufficient to meet the demand. ‘The gentleman 
|| altogether overlooked the fact that he (Mr. K.) 
had brought to the notice of the House this morn- 
ing that this additional appropriation was for the 
purpose of carrying the war up to Ist July, 1847. 
That was a very diferent state of things fiom that 
which he had put hypothetically to the House; he 
said if the war is brought to a close in a short 
time the supplies would be sufficient to meet the 
expenditures; but if it is prolonged to the Ist July 
anybody can see that there will be a necessity for 
additional revenue. If it close before that time, I 
have already twice stated, the appropriations here 
made will not be drawn from the treasury. 

Mr. DAVIS, further continuing his inquiry, 
asked, in case the war continued during the present 
fiscal year, if the appropriation of ten millions of 
dollars, and this of near twelve millions of dollars, | 
would be sufficient to defray its expenses for that 
time? 

Mr. McKAY replied in the affirmative, on the 
supposition that the President limited his call to the 
oresent number of volunteers, (25,000). He had ex- 
hibited the estimates of the Quartermaster General, 
and of the heads of different bureaus in the War 
Department, that $16,347,015 would be required 
for the present year; and that was the estimate 
which he adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS thought the gentleman’s estimates 
would prove altogether fallacious. 

Mr. McKAY. Well, the gentleman has the 
same means of judging as I have. 
| Mr. DAVIS. And if he supposes that the ex- 
traordinary expenses in addition to the ordinary | 
| expenses of the army for the next twelve months, 
| will only be $22,000,000, he is as much mistaken 
as when he pressed his bill for the repeal of the 
| tariff of 1842, as a wise financial measure. | 

Mr. McKAY. Itis a mere matter of opinion 
between the gentleman and myself. These are 
|| the estimates. 
|| Mr. DAVIS puta further interrogatory. This 
|| was a bill to issue $10,000,000 of treasury notes, 
ora loan to that amount. The power would no 
doubt be exercised, and this $10,000,000 would be | 
redeemable at the end of twelve months. Now, | 


head of the exchequer of the country, what ways 
and means he had devised or expected for the 
redemption of these notes at the end of twelve 
‘months? The Government would owe a debt of | 
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$10,000,000, represented by these treasury notes; 
good faith, then, required that provision should be 
made for their redemption when they fall due. 
How, then, did the gentleman expect to redeem 


t 


hese notes and discharge this debt? 
Mr. MceKAY said, if the gentleman from Ken- 


tucky had attended to his remarks on the treasury 


1 
I 
t 


ote bill, he thought he would have been saved the 
lecessity of asking this question. He had stated 
hen, what he now repeated, that if, when they 


reassembled here on the Ist Monday in December, 
this war shall not have been brought toa close, he 
was prepared, (of course he could not undertake 
to say what a majority would do)—but he was 
prepared to propose that additional measures— 
say, by taxation, if you choose, or m some other 
way—shall be adopted, by which these enlarged 
expenditures may be met from time to time. 


Mr. DAVIS. If the war terminates? 
Mr. McKAY. If the war does net terminate. 
If the war does terminate, | believe there will be 


no necessity for any change or modification in 
the existing law, in case it shall not be altered, or 
in the bill which we have sent to the Senate, in 


case it becomes a law. 


If the war is brought to a 


close within a reasonable time, L believe there will 


be no necessity for additional means beyond what 
will be afforded by either of these laws; and, as 1s 
well suggested by a friend near me, there will be 


time enough for this Congress to determine at the 


next session what it willdo under the then existing 
state of things. 

Mr. THURMAN had a few words to say in 
reference to the amendment of Mr. Davis, the 
object of which was to pay certain volunteers who 
had offered their services under requisitions made 
by the Government, but who had not been reeety 
ed and mustered into service. He approved of the 
general aim of the amendment, but thought it not 
sufficiently broad to cover all the cases which 
should be provided for. He would Sye ak of Ww hat 
had occurred in Ohio, as he was more particularly 
acquainted with that. ‘The Seeretary of War or 
the President had made a requisition upon the 
Governor of Ohio for three regiments of infantry; 
it was made as soon as the bill authorizing the 
enlistment of volunteers became a law. Lvery- 
thing that took place—the cireumstances of the 
country, the haste with which the bill was passed, 
the haste with which the requisition was made— 
everything indicated that the troops were to he 
raised at the earliest possible moment. Accord- 
ingly, the Governor of Ohio issued his proclama- 
tion, calling upon the people of Ohio to volunteer, 
and to march to the place of rendezvous designated 
by the Secretary of War. Under this requisition 
and proclamation, three thousand and odd troops 
marched to Camp Washington, near Cincinnats; 
and when the officer authorized to receive and 
muster them into the service of the United States 
came to perform that duty, he found that there 
were about seven hundred more troops than the 
actual quota of Ohio. Mr. 'T’. warmly urged the 
obligation of the Government to pay these men 
who had left their homes, at great trouble and ex- 
pense, and had not been received into the service. 
It would be monstrous to refuse it. ‘The moment 
it was ascertained that a sufficient number had 
been raised to fill the requisition, then no more 
troops were raised. The utmost prudence, the 
utmost judgment could not have ,prevented this 
difficulty; it was one of the unavoidable accidents 
(if he might so call it) of war. 
nently unjust to the volunteers themselves, and 


would tend to damp their ardor, and to take away 
' all encouragements for the future, to fail to make 


provision for them. He hoped, therefore, that 


some such proposition, either in the form of an 


amendment, or as a substitute bill introduced from 


the Committee of Ways and Means, would be 


adopted by this Congress to pay these meritorious 
men. 


Mr. RATHBUN opposed the amendment. He 


| thought it was now time to become cool on this 


subject of the Mexican war. We had already 


appropriated $10,000,000, and now this bill pro- 


he asked the honorable gentleman who was at the || 


posed about $12,000,000 more, and he thought 
they should now come coolly to consider what 
expenditures were necessary to prosecute it, and 
not be diverted to other objects. He eulogized 


| the patriotic ardor and devotion with which the 


volunteers had rushed to the defence of the coun- 


try at its call, and vindicated it as being far above 


any mercenary spirit. If, then, more had offered 


It would be emi- 
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themselves than the Government had called for, 
and had determined to use, there was no obliga- 
tion upon the Government to compensate them, 
nor could it damp their ardor. We argued that 
the confusion had arisen from the mistake of the 
Ciovernor of the State, or of some other officer, 
and that it did not rest upon this Government; and 
hence, concluded that the Government was not 
required, i addition to those who had been re- 
ceived and gone to Mexico, to pay certain troops 
who had never been received into the service, for 
passing from one point of the State to the other. 
If it was the fault of the Governor of Ohio, let 
him recommend to the Legislature of that State to 
make provision for their payment; if it rested 
uponfthis Government, he was willing to pay them; 
but there was no evidence or pretence that this was 


ihe case, 


Mr. THURMAN (Mr. R. yielding) said the | 


cventleman seemed to imply that this was the fault 
of the Governor of Ohio, and to conclude from 
that that the State of Ohto should bear the ex- 
Why (said he) these 
were volunteer troops; the Government might 
have called for them without the intervention of 
the Executive; it might have sent its officers and 
enlled them, and accepte d them, without the inter- 
vention of the Executive. Now, if the Govern- 
ment chose, out of re spect, to make the Execu- 
tive of the State its arent, it is as much the act of 
the Government as though it had been done by 
one of its own officers. ; 
Mr. RATHIBUN, dissenting from the conelu- 
ion of the wentleman, remarked that he knew to 
resist the pay of these men would be unpopular; 


penses of these troops. 


but he was very apt to follow his convictions, 
whether popular or not. Twenty-five hundred 
men were called for; and he areued it might, with- 
out the least difficulty, have been so arranged by 
the Gaovernor, or some other officer who had charve 
of the matter, so that no more men should have 
offered themselves 

In the ease of those who were called out by 
General Gaines, supposing him to be a Gove rn- 
ment officer, and were aceepted under his orders, 
he would vote to pay them every cent; because, 
althouch to act was wrone on his part, yet the 
men ought not to be condemned; they were acting 
under the direction of a Government officer, and 
they should be paid. 

Mr. VINTON gave notice of the following 
amendment, which he had drawn up as a substi 
tute for that of Mr. Davis, and which he hoped 
would meet the views of that gentleman, as well 
as of his colleague, [Mr. Tourman,] and of the 
House, viz: 


And that the accounts of any volunteers who actually 
organized themselves, and repaired to the place of rendez 


vous, and who were not reeeived into the service of any of 


the States under the said regulations, be audited and settled 
in the same way.”’ 


He arened, in reference to the last remark of Mr. 
Ravrupen, that these men stood on the same foot- 
ine with those that were called out under General 
Gaines; that they had equal reason to believe that 
it was an authorized call, as in fact it was, while 
that of General Gaines was not. We had for many 
years been disused to makine war or mustering 
volunteers, and it was natural that some mistake 
should be fallen into; but, he argued, upon the 
Government, in all justice, should fall the burden 
of them. 

In the course of his remarks he yielded for ex- 
planation to Mr. Raruseun. 

Mr. McDOWELL, of Ohio, said he should go 
for paying these men who had thus been called 
out. althoueh he admitted that the action of the 
Governor of Ohio in reference to it was without 
that full discretion which should have character- 
ized it. Tle threw out some suggestions as to the 
true boundary of Texas, adverting to the history 
of its relation with Mexico, and insisting that 1t 
heine admitted to the Mexican Confederacy in 
1824, with the acknowledgment on the part of that 
Republic that it was a free and sovereign State, 
when it refused to submit to the military despotism 
of Santa Ana, and went out of the Republic, it 
went out with all the powers it possessed upon 
entering, and with the boundary of the Rio Grande 
—the same as that with which we acquired Loui- 
siana from France—and which it had maintained 
until its annexation to the United States. He 
gave notice that ata subsequent stage of the de- 


hate, he should enter fully into this subject. He |, 


also touched upon the Oregon question, and ex- | 
pressed the hope that when the veil of secrecy | 
should be lifted from the proceedings of the Sen- 
ate, it would be seen that the President had con- 
tinued to occupy the same position occupied by 
him in his Inaugural, and at the commencement of 
this session in his Message to Congress. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, did not believe 
the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, | 
[Mr. Davis,} or from Ohio, [Mr. Vinton,] would | 
accomplish all the purposes desirable to be attain- 
ed. If he understood aright, volunteers have not 
formerly been paid, until mustered into the service 
of the United States. 

Mr. BURT. They cannot be paid according 
to existing law. 

Mr. HOUSTON (continuing.) Ifso, it was pro- | 
posed to establish altogether a new principle and 
policy upon this subject. He was not prepared to 
do this with haste. He saw no reason for it. He 
desired, if this principle was established, that they 
should go further and include every other incon- 
venience and expense on the part of the volunteers 
which presented itself in the same equitable manner. 
In his district, for instance, immediately after the 
proclamation of the Governor was issued, about 
one thousand volunteers had been collected in the 
promptest manner to be tendered to the Governor. 
After they were organized and equipped in a proper 
mnnner, at an expense of from two to five hundred 
dollars, and were preparing for immediate depar- 
ture to the seat of war, what followed? The Gov- 
ernor accepted those who were first offered, and 
his district being remote from the seat of Govern- 
ment, the consequence was, there was not a solitary 
company from his district received into the service. 
Yet, under the proposition of the gentleman from 
Ohio, they could not receive a farthing, because 
they did not leave their homes, although their time 
was taken up in preparation, and inconvenience 
and expense were incurred. It seemed to him that 
if those who offered themselves were paid, these 
stood on the same footing, and should be paid 
also. He was not prepared to say he would not go 
for this proposition, properly modified in its pro- 
visions. On the contrary, he was induced to favor 
it. But as it was a new principle—one very 1m- 
portant to the Government and the people—it should 
be thoroughly and properly considered before it 
was actedupon. It was now before the Committee 
of Ways and Means in the resolution of his col- 
league, [Mr. Payne,] which was referred to them 
yesterday. He hoped, therefore, action would be 
deferred upon the subject until the report of that 
committee was received, and they were prepared 
to take action understandingly, and such as should 
embrace the entire subject. 

Mr. H. yielded, in the course of his remarks, 
for explanation or inquiry, to Messrs. TuurMan 
and Thompson, of Mississippi. 

Mr. HENLEY said: 

Mr. Speaker: It is usually so difficult to obtain 
the floor that it is more trouble to get an opportunity 
to make a speech than the speech is worth when 
itis made; and that is pretty much the case with 
me now. But 1 have a few remarks to make, and 
will proceed briefly to the work. The facts of this 


case, as stated by the gentleman from Ohio him- | 


self, are simply these: ‘The Governor of Ohio, un- 
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der the requisition of the Secretary of War, issued | 


his proclamation for the acceptance of three regi- 
ments of volunteers under the late act of Congress, 


and appointed their place of rendezvous at Camp | 


Washington, near Cincinnati. I can searcely think 
it possible that any man would have made an or- 
der for the acceptance of troops without providing 
against the very difficulty which has occurred in 
this ease. Its occurrence must have been foreseen 
by any one of ordinary discernment. But if the 
Governor has done his business in this loose 
manner without any sort of regularity or form, it 
is an error that cannot be corrected here. It will 
not do t establish so dangerous a precedent, even in 
favor of these troops, brave and meritorious as they 
are. Why, sir, suppose fifty thousand men had 
organized into companies, and gone to camp—and 
they had as much authority as those supernume- 
raries who did go—will the gentleman contend that | 
we are bound to pay them? The Governor kad 
authority to call three thousand. Under his call 


four thousand came. He had no authority to call || 


the fourth thousand. They were therefore there | 
without authority, and cannot be paid. If the Gov- | 


. . . . | i 
ernor issued so absurd a proclamation as to justify |! 


E. : July 16, 


ten or twenty thousand to rendezvous in place of 
three thousand, then they must look to him for tj, 
consequences of his folly: we cannot find a rey, dy 
If, on the other hand, the proclamation, and y,, 
regulations and instructions which accompanied » 
were shaped and guarded as they should hay, 
been, to obviate all such difficulties, then the yo). 
unteers were alone the wrongdoers. 1) neither 
case can they look to Congress for redress, 

The gentleman (Mr. Tuurman] asks how thic 
difficulty could be avoided? Let me tell him. . 
ply, sir, by having men at the head of your affairs 
qualified to do business. I will illustrate it, "Ty, 
order from the War Department went out to 0), 
and Indiana at the same time for an equal nun. 
ber of troops—three thousand from each Sty, 
Indiana is the farthest off, and our Governor was 
absent when the requisition reached our capita). 
so that Ohio had actually several days the start o? 
us. But Governor Whitcomb, so soon as the 
news reached him, immediately went to work like 
a prudent, cautious man. He was not hasty poy 
rash in anything. Some thought him slow; anq 
murmurs were heard at first of the tardiness of his 
movements. He, however, for a time, disregarded 
the clamors of those who had no knowledve of ¢) 
difficulties of his situation, and matured wel] }js 
plans and his orders. The consequence was, tha: 
the thing moved like clockwork. The organ. 
zation of the whole number of volunteers was 
effected without difficulty or dissatisfaction in any 
quarter. No more troops were assembled than 
were called for. We ask the Government for 
no appropriation to cover our blunders. And 
our people now accord to the Governor the 
praise and approbation which he merits for the 
ability, prudence, and skill, with which he m 
aged this whole affair of the organization of ovr 
troops. So it should have been in Ohio; and wit! 
similar discretion on the part of her officers, 
would have been so, and Congress would ney 
have been troubled with this question. Is the g 
tleman’s question answered? Does he not now see 
how this difficulty was to be avoided ? 

General Gaines, too, has made improper requi- 
sitions for troops. I am not now prepared to say 
that I can vote even to pay them. If we allow 
everybody to call for troops, and are bound to pay 
all who report themselves ready for service, the 
Treasury will be exhausted before the war is half 
through. There is one thing, however, which | 
believe I would do in regard to Gaines’s requisi- 
tion, and all others who marched from their homes 
and tendered their services upon invalid authority: 
I would vote to pay the actual necessary expenses 
of all those men in travelling to their respective 

laces of rendezvous and back to their residences. 

his would throw a part of the burdens of thos: 
irregularities which seem almost unavoidable at 
the commencement of a war upon the country, 
and part of them upon those who have suffered by 
them; which I am inclined to think would be ac- 
ceptable to the claimants, and would give satisfac- 
tion in every quarter. I wish to be generous, sir, 
to all those brave men whose patriotism and valor 
had led them to the field even wpon illegal author- 
ity. But stern duty and necessity requires that 
we shall not set a precedent which would compel 
us to pay a million of men, should they choose to 
turn out and march upon the common enemy 1 
defiance of law, or at best in the absence of au- 





ie 


have 


a 


j 


thority. I regret the errors which have led to this 


difficulty, but cannot vote for the amendment pro- 
posed. 
Mr. FOOT obtained the floor. 
The committee then rose and reported progress. 
And the House adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, July 16, 1846. 


Mr. DIX presented a memorial from merchants 
and importers of the city of New York, pray!s 


| that specific duties, instead of ad valorem duties, 


may be imposed on foreign good, and more par- 
ticularly on silks. ! 

The memorial having been read by the Secre- 
tary— . 

Mr. WEBSTER moved that it be referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

I wonder (said Mr. Wesster) that the honor- 
able Senator from New York, on presenting such 
a petition as this, is not a little afraid that he will 
fall under the charge of panic-making; for I find it 
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Treasury, and repeated his own calculation, show- 
ing that to supply the deficitof eight millions under 
the bill, an increased importation of forty millions, 
making an aggregate of free and dutiable importa- 
tions of one hundred and fifty-seven millions, would 
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to be the order of things, that whenever a mem- | that any such increased importation wiii take 
is f this body presents, for its consideration, the place? Or, if it were possible that such an in- 
oes nts of his constituents, or of any other por- crease should accrue, can the goods be paid for 
. or ihe people of this Union, againsta measure without draining the country of specie, and effec- 
we \e here, so deeply interesting to all classes of | tually deranging the currency. 
a ommanity’ he is to be regarded as a fulminator Let it be remembered that to meet the importa- | be necessary. 
vf denunciations or a panic-maker. Upon all such | tions of last year specie was exported beyond the Mr. CAMERON presented three memorials of 
oecasions the organ, with the monotony of acuckoo- import of the same articles to the amount of operators, proprietors, miners, and others, engaged 
cork, cries out ‘Panic! panic! Now, sir, in all $4,536,273, viz: * of specie” over imports of the jin producing and furnishing coal in Schuylkill 
honesty, 1 do not know that any politicians in this || same article $3,691,807; and exported American county, Pennsylvania, praying that the duty on 
ontry need take up the trade of panic-making |, coin under the head of ** domestic products foreign coal may not be reduced: which were re- 
cainst the gentlemen on the other side. They $844,406: making together the sum of $4,536,273. | ferred to the Committee on Finance, 
have shown themselves the most accomplished ] might add that if we expect an increase of Mr. C. also presented a memorial of shippers 
nanic-makers the country ever produced, Forone, | forty millions in the amount of dutiable goods, we | and importers in the city and county of Philadel- 
ir, without regard to panics or false alarms, I shall, | must expect also a corresponding increase in the phia, Pennsylvania, remonstrating azainst the pas- 
with great submission to the powers that be, con- amount of free goods. sage of the bill reducing the duties on imports, and 
ye the course that I have prescribed to myself, I have a few additional remarks to make, and | for other purposes; which was referred to the Com- 
» regard to making known the sentiments of the — one is, that there is no substantial ground to say — mittee on Finance, 
people; and all memorials and petitions transmit- that the measure, if passed, will meet the wants Mr. C. also presented a memorial of citizens of 
ied to me, representing those sentiments, | shall | of Government. Another is a very delicate one, Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, engaged in the 
endeavor to present to the Senate, with such expo- | and one to which I desire particularly to call the eoal trade, and various pursuits connected there- 
sitions and explanations thereon as appear to me, attention of the honorable Senator from Alabama. | with, praying that the duty on foreign coal may 
to be required. And I may be permitted, perhaps, | I take it for granted that there must be an issue of — jot be reduced: which was referred to the Coun 
on this oceasion, as it relates to the general subject | treasury notes. mittee on Finance. 
of the tariff, to present, mainly, to the considera- Mr. LEWIS. 1 am ready to report a bill for Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. fr | - 
sion of the honorable Senator from Alabama, who | that purpose. (PS va ai ti ic ke from the Com- 
«at the head of the Committee on Finance, an Mr. WEBSTER. The honorable member says nae were ale ae "Park adverse reports upon 
abstract from the ‘Treasury documents, and a cal- | the bill is ready to be reported. Now, will the ; na’ Mary W. i oa arke, A exander Wilson, 
culation founded thereon, taking for its other ele- || honorable Senator allow me to ask him to consid-  ™" a > - Ketchum; which were ordered to be 
gent the statements of the honorable Senator him- | er well, if his bill goes out before the public, and pee. 
<elf as to the average amount of those proposed | those who are acquainted with such things, and 
duties, with a view to show what it appears to me | astute in such calculations, should be of opinion ee — . 
hichly probable will be the result of this bill as to _ that these provisions for revenue will not meet the Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 
the amount of revenue it will produce. Ofcourse expectations of the honorable Senator, will not | ™ hom aoe yesterday referred the House bill 
it will be open to any criticism of the honorable | yield the amount called for by the wants of the authorizing t ae of treasury notes and a ioan, 
Senator, or of any other gentleman here. Asthere Government, does he not see that this affeets the reported it back without amendment. 
is nothing speculative in it, for it deals in factsand | commercial and the moneyed world at once, and Mr. L.. asked that the bill he considered now. 
feures,and not in conjectures, | will state it briefly, | diminishes the credit attached to the Government? Mr. EVANS objected. “The bill had not yet 
that every member may understand it. Does he not see that it is necessary to convince been printed and laid on the tables of Senators, 
The object of the bill is to raise twenty-eight | the public that provision, and ample provision, and neither himself nor any of his colleagues knew 
millions of dollars for the service of the year by | was made for revenue, so that the Treasury would what it was. He iS ot design Sy rate Beshesdi long 
duties on imported goods. It is proposed to raise | be able to meet the redemption of those treasury discussion of the subject, nor me he know as he 
this amount by ad valorem duties entirely. notes, before he can give them a circulation at the should oppose the bill, but he did desire to: make 
These duties are arranged by the bill into eight | rate of interest which I presume he intends they some observations aeRSe when it came up. 
classes, the articles being charged, respectively, | shall bear? Mr. LEW IS expressed the hope that the bill 
with one hundred, forty, thirty, twenty-five, Mr. LEWIS said he did not know that hecould Would be allowed to pass through committee of 
twenty, fifteen, ten, and five per cent. Thechair-  ‘ impromptu’’ reply to the labored calculation which the whole, and be reported to the Senate to-day, 
man of the Committee on Finance says that the , the Senator from Massachusetts had brought for- when he would be willing to lay it over until to- 
overage of these several rates of duties is twenty- | ward on paper. He found, however, that the hon- | Mr, EV ih cal aii alia 
tree and a half per cent. _ orable gentleman had taken his (Mr. L.’s) estima- | , 1 Pa left | a to « a a ’ orn 
The question therefore is, whether we may | ted average of duties, under the House bill, of 23; | ded the bill 7 eft in the hands of the Senate and 
justly expect such an importation this year as, at per cent., and upon that estimated average of du- er ees ng va il al alia 4 
that average rate, will yield a revenue of twenty- | ties he [Mr. Wessrer] had made a calculation on a en oe oe ti ee ee of 
eight millions of dollars. To judge of this, we | the importations of 1845, which resulted in an ag- the whole i and reported back to the Senate with- 
may look at the amount of importations last year. | gregate of revenue approaching within a few thou- — oa — : sed the | hat it w 
By the Treasury statement it appears that the | sand dollars in amount of what he (Mr. Lewis) Mr. SEVIER expresset — 1ope that it would 
value of merchandise imported from July 1, 1844, | had submitted to the Senate, although the aggre- "OW be put upon its third reading, and then laid 
to June 30, 1845, was $117,254,564. This is a | gate submitted by him (Mr. L.) was obtained in | ©YE" ANS ob; 1. a 
larger importation than the average of the last five | a very different manner. He (Mr. L.) attained Mr. on objected. 0 course (he said) 
years, But this amount includes all the free ar- | the result by taking each article of importation in would place it beyond amen ene. ‘ ; 
ticles, the value of which is $22,167,840. | 1845, and finding out by the House bill what duty Mr. SEVIER desired to know of the Senator 
It is said that the free list will be diminished by |, was imposed on such article, and then calculating from Maine whether he desired to amend it? 
this bill by transferring several of its articles to the || the revenue which would result from that amount Mr. EVANS replied that he could we tell ma 
taxed lists. But the main articles still remained | of importation. he had read it—neither could any other member 
free. Tea, coffee, and specie, are not to be taxed Now, sir, (Mr. L. said,) he felt flattered that he  % the _—— a ai a aca, 
under this bill; and the value of these in last year’s || was so fully sustained in his estimate of the aggre- Mr JOHNSC } 7 . h : he a . a - ” . TT e 
importation was $15,914,694. Deduct this from | gate of revenue by the calculations of the Senator WS Important oe wapediloen t tee ee - 
the aggregate of importations, and the balance re- | from Massachusetts, more particularly as that ag- | por oo eng > , d ae a 
maining 1s $101,339,915. | gregate on the importations of 1845, was his (Mr. obi; aa egy) eects sigue loag ae "dah testa 
in truth, there are many other articles left free; | L.’s) basis for his estimate of the revenue which || 0?''8® c es mn - has , ee ae Sate 
but tea and coffee, and specie, are the principal. would be deriyed from the present bill in the next || POIMt. At x ey id : her oe ecg . 
Now, this sum of $101,339,915, on an average | fiscal year. Where, then, (Mr. L. asked,) did he the Senator re eee Sa aa "i aacan 
duty of twenty-three and a half per cent., will pro- | differ from the Senator from Massachusetts? That ~ a Serie oa, nity pt - le i 
(luce $23,814,877, and no more. But thisis gross | Senator, he thought, had improperly and errone- bill ‘ ‘ld be lk sd ov, — Gilt _ ae wm tie 
product, ously, he must be allowed to say, deducted the Th oe tie cosas oi ees os ee 
lhere is to be deducted, in the first place, for || drawback from an amount of revenue which re- le, ane sen a pene = belt « Yl phates 
cost of collection, $2,000,000. In the next place, | mained, after the exported articles on which the the further « ners of the bill unul to-mor- 
we are to deduct the drawbacks at the same amount | drawback had been allowed, had been deducted, |W» and it was agreed to. ; 
os last year, viz. $1,878,407 55. After these de- | A hundred and seventeen millions were the gross Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on 
ductions there remains only the sum of $19,936,- | importations of 1845, including the reéxported ar- | Printing, reported in favor of printing the memo- 
409 as the net revenue from an importation as || ticles. The hundred and one millions and a frac- rial presented yesterday by Mr. Wessrer, in re- 
large as that of last year. tion of importations, upon which the gentleman _ lation to the duty on raw copper, and against print- 
If we call this, for the sake of round numbers, | had made his calculations, was the amount of goods | ing a similar memorial presented by Mr. Reverpy 
‘wenty millions, then it follows that upon such an || which were left in the country for consumption | Jounson. 
importation as that of last year the duties would | after the exportations had been deducted, and, 
tall short of the amount judged necessary for the | therefore, there should not be a further allowance 
uses of the Government by the sum of eight mil- from the amount obtained, by another deduction On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the Senate 
Hons, \| of drawbacks. proceeded to the consideration of the resolution 
lo provide these eight millions, at the same | Mr. WEBSTER briefly replied. He saidthere | submitted by him several weeks since, providing 
rates of duties, there will be required an increased | could be no mistake between the honorable mem- | for the adjournment of Congress on the 20th day 
‘nportation of forty millions of dollars, making | ber from Alabama and himself, as it was altogether | of the present month. 
“0 aggregate of importation of free and dutiable | a matter of figures. He then showed that the |) Mr. TURNEY suggested a modification of the 
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goods of $157,254,564. \ drawbacks were to be deducted from the amount resolution, by inserting “10th August.’’ 
Now, is there any just ground of expectation || included in the calculation of the Secretary of the ! 


| "Mr. HANNEGAN accepted the modification. 
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Mr. LEWIS moved that the resolution be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. NILES called for the yeas and nays upon 
the motion; which were ordered, and, being taken, 
resulted as follows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Benton, Breese, 
Chalmers, Colquitt, Haywood, Lewis, McDutiie, Penny 
backer, Sevier, Speight, Westeott, Woodbridge, and Yu 
er It 

NAYS—Mesera. Archer, Atherton, Barrow, Berrien, 
Brogot, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, 


Jolin M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Dick 
inson, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Greene, Haunegan, Houston, 
Hiuntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson oft 
Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Semple, Sim 
mons, Sturgeon, Turney, Upham, and Webster—v6, 


So the motuon was not adopted. 
‘The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution, the yeas and nays were called for, and 


ordered, and, beine taken, resulted as follows: 


Y FAS—Moesers Archer, Atherton, Barrow, Berrien, 
Brivit, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Cilley, John M. Clayton, 
Phomas Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Dickhinoon, Dix, Evans, Fairticld, Greene, Hannegan, Hou 
ton. Huntiogvon, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson 
of Toout-ians, Mangum, Miter, Niles, Phetpe, Semple, Sim 
mo tturceon, Turney, Upham, and We bster—36. 

NA\ M f Allon, Ashley, Atehison, Benton, Breese, 
Chaimers, Colquitt, Haywood, Lewis, McDuitie, Penny 
backer, Sevier, Speight, Westeott, Woodbridge, and Yulee 

ify 

So the Senate resolved on their part, that Con- 

re hall adjourn on Monday, the 10th day of 
Aurust next. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 
Mr. LEWIS submitted the following resolution; 
which le 
desoli 


of meeting 


rover: 
ed, ‘That until otherwise ordered, the hour 
of the Senate shall be ten o’clock, a. m. 


in writing were received from 


the President of the United States. | 


Several messages 


MARBLE TO JOHN RUTLEDGE, 
Mr. WESTCOTT offered the following resolu- 
tion: 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary 
bein 


BUST 


ructed to report a bill making an appropria- 


tion for a marble bust of John Rutledge, of South 
Carolina, formerly Chief Justice of the United 
States, to be made by Hiram Powers, similar to 


those heretofore made by authority of Congress of 


every deceased Chie f Justice of the United State 8: 
the said bust to be placed in the Supreme Court 
room, 

The resolution being read— 

Mr. WESTCOTT observed that a marble bust 


ver of the distincuished men who had 
filled the exalted office of Chief Justice of the Su- 
pre Court of the United States, and who had 
died, had been made by authority of Congress, by 
law or resolution, and the expense paid out of the 
ury. The busts of Jay, Ellsworth, 
and Marshall, were to be seen in the Supreme 
Mr. W. said he had been reminded 
by the clerk of that court, of the omission with re- 
spect to Chief Justice Rutledge, who had informed 
that a recent visit of descendants of that illustrious 
man had occasioned his recollection to recur to it. 
Mr. W. said it would be superfluous to refer to 
the revolutionary services of John Rutledge. He 
was a decided Whig, able, firm, and energetic. 
fie was in the first Congress in 1774. When the 
Constitution of South Carolina was formed in 1776, 
he wa 
of that State, the duties of which he filled till 1778. 
In 1779 he was elected Governor of South Caro- 
in 1782 he was again sent to the Continental 
Congress; in 
that State. He was a member of the Convention 
that framed the Constitution of the United States, 
and in 1789 he was appointed by President Wash- 
ington an Associate Justice of the Supreme Fed- 
eral Court. In 1791 he was elected Chief Justice 


‘ 


of « ery on 


hie 


preci trea 


( ourt room. 


! , 
ie 


of South Carolina, and in 1795 he succeeded Chief 


Justice John Jay as Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, which distinguished 
post he held till his decease. In patriotism, in vir- 
tue, in legal attainments, or in abilities, he was not 
surpassed by any of the eminent men who have 
occupied that elevated station. The inadvertent 
omission to pay the same respect to his memory 
that had been paid to the other distinguished men 
who had preceded and followed him as Chief Jus- 
tice Was the object of the resolution. 

the bust would probably be $800 or $1,000. It 
was proposed to have it executed by a South Caro- 
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s chosen President and commander-in-chief 


1784 he was chosen Chancellor of 


The cost of 


lina artist, Powers, the appropriateness of which |} picion that the Whig Senators would 
| he admitted to be wrong. 
| ly unnecessary. 
_ even if he (Mr. J.) thought that by takj 


he trusted all would admit. 

Mr DICKINSON. The resolution is manda- 
tory to the committee. I suggest to the Senator 
from Florida to make it so that the committee 
make inquiry. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. The resolution follows the 
precedents in the previous cases. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. LEWIS moved that when the Senate ad- 
journ, it be to meet at ten o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN opposed the motion. The 
motion (he said) was not in order, or, at all events, 
it must he over. 

Several Senators: “* Being a motion, it is in or- 
der.”’ 

The PRESIDENT. 
siders the motion in order. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN desired to know if it was 
in order to consider a motion to alter the rules of 
the Senate until laid over one day? 

After a conversation upon the point of order be- 
tween Senators BERRIEN, CALHOUN, COL- 
QUITT, MANGUM, and CAMERON, 


The Presiding Officer con- | 


The PRESIDENT again rendered as his decis- 
ion, that the motion and question thereon were in | 


order, 


Mr. MANGUM appealed from the decision of | 


the Chair, and submitted a few observations in sup- | 


port of the appeal. , 
Mr. JOLLNSON, of Maryland, followed in favor 
of the appeal. 


Mr. CALHOUN said he hoped that the effort | 


on the other side to lay the motion over did not 
indicate a disposition to spin out the discussion so 
as to operate if possible against the success of the 
bill. 
it were so, they could be met by a corresponding 
resistance from his side. He thought the motion 
a very proper one. ‘The other 
meeting at ten o’clock for some months; and if the 
Senate would do so, the business could all be easily 
disposed of before the 10th of August. 


[le could assure honorable gentlemen that if 


House had been | 


Mr. MANGUM expressed the extreme regret 


with which he had heard such an exceedingly 
otlensive imputation from the Senator from South 
Carolina—— 
Mr. CALHOUN. 
Mr. MANGUM. 


remark. 


No imputation. 
It was a very discourteous 


Gentlemen on the opposite side might | 


laugh—perhaps they did not regard the matter in | 
the same sense of morality as he (Mr. M.) did. | 
He would regard it as gross personal dishonor to | 


be guilty of the conduct insinuated by the Senator 
from South Carotina, and so his colleague on that 
side of the chamber, he was sure, also regarded it. 
They made the opposition to taking up the motion 


now, on the ground that it would be against an | 
established rule of the Senate. ‘There was no pur- | 


pose to spin out the debate with the view of pre- 
venting an ultimate vote—none at all. 


Mr. CALHOUN was very happy to hear the 


disclaimer of the honorable gentleman from North | 


Carolina. 
enough to remind him that the Senate met by an 


; $e 
But as to his argument, it was quite 


order, not by a rule—* until ordered otherwise,”? | 


was the term. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked that the only possi 
ble way in which the hour of meeting could be 
changed, was bya resolution, whjch was of neces- 
sity included in those required to lie over one day 
by the rule of the Senate. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON said, that he was of course 


bound to believe that the Senator from South Caro- | 
lina meant no imputation by his remark, as he had | 


said that he meant none; but he confessed that he | 


(Mr. J.) was somewhat surprised to hear him | 
express his satisfaction in hearing ‘* the disclaim- | 


No 


er’’ of the gentleman from North Carolina. 


° . . . / 
disclaimer was needed, and no disclaimer was | 


made. 
practice disclaimed. 
that the Senator had known the Whig Senators 
too well to suppose that they could act in such an 
unworthy manner, as in a factious spirit to post- 
pone acuon on this bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN had only expressed the hope 
that no such intention was entertained, and was 
happy to know that it was not, from the strong lan- 
guage of the Senator from North Carolina 

Mr. R. JOHNSON remarked that the Senator 
from South Carolina had gone farther—he had 


| thrown out a threat founded only on his own sus- 


The insinuauon was reprobated, and the 


He (Mr. J.) had supposed | 
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re doth Lt whiet 
The threat was entire. 


He could assure the Senator the, 


cae NZ such a 
course he could secure the tariff of 1842, anq th 
great interests of the country which it sustained j, 
would not adopt it; because to do so would be i 

consistent with his sense of honor. om 

Mr. COLQUITT wished the question to he 
ken at once, and insisted that there w 
against taking up the resolution. 

Mr. MANGUM read from the Journal of 4) 
Senate for 1839-"40, to show that a decision of y) 
President pro tem. involving the same principle » 
that for which he (Mr. M.) now contended jy 

. . ty 
been given against Mr. Clay, and sustained }) 
Senate by a vote of 24 to 8. 

The question ‘ Shall the decision of the Ch), 
stand as the sense of the Senate :’’ was then take 
by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Athert, 
Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Colquitt, yo 
inson, Dix, Fairfield, Houston, Lewis, MeDuttie, Nj 
Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Turye 
Westcott, and Yulee—25. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cameroy 
Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crity nden 
Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Haywood, Huntington, 
Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana 
Manguin, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons. 
ham, Webster, and Woodbridge—26. 

So the appeal from the decision of the Presidey; 
was sustained, and the resolution laid over tii 1 
morrow. 


as no Tule 


y the 


TEXAN NAVY. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill to authorize the President of 
the United States to increase the naval establish. 
ment of the United States, by adding thereto the 
naval establishment of the late Republic of Texas, 

The question being on the amendments proposed 
by Mr. Rusk, and the yeas and nays thereupoy 
having been demanded and ordered— 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that he believed the 
question on the amendments opened the whole |)i\! 
for discussion. He objected to the bill itself, 
which went to transfer to our navy the officers of 
the ‘Texan navy, which he regarded as an evasion 
of our laws providing that the appointment of off 
cers shall be made by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. He saw 
nothing to warrant this transfer in the deed of ces 
sion, in the treaty of annexation, or in equity. If 
the navy of the United States required this increase, 
he had no knowledge of the fact. Neither had he 
any information of the force of the Texan navy 
He had been told that it consisted of four vessels, 
one of which was a sloop of war, two were brigs, 
and one was a smaller vessel. What the state 
and condition of these vessels were he knew not— 
whether they were sound and seaworthy, repair 
able or rotten, or whether they would have to be 
sold or brought into service. But it was clear tha! 
the incorporation into our navy of these four ves 
sels would call for no increase of officers. We 
have now 67 captains, to which it was proposed 


to add one; we have 97 commanders, and itis pro- 


posed to add one; we have 326 lieutenants, and it 
is proposed to add nine; we have 181 passed-mid- 
shipmen, 264 midshipmen, and 36 assistant-sur- 
geons, and it is proposed to make additions to all 
these. What was the number of our pursers, be 
did not recollect, in the addition proposed. We 
have in our service commanders, lieutenants, and 
assistant-surgeons enough in the regular line o! 
promotion; and his greatest objection to the bil 
was, that it will interfere with the promotion o! 
the officers of our navy. You overslaugh every 
commander by one who, without intending any 
disrespect, would be at least a stranger; you place 
over him one of whom he has no knowledge, and 
so with the other officers. Was there any justice 
in taking these officers, who have rendered faithful 
services to their country, out of the line of promo 
tion? There was one officer belonging to the 


| ‘Texan navy who, as he had been informed, onee 
| belonged to the navy of the United States, and 
| who had left our navy and gone to Texas; and 


now that she has been admitted a State of this 
Union, he is to be brought back into the navy ol 
the United States by transfer. Was this allow- 
able? He had no acquaintance with a single officer 
of the Texan navy. He could not, therefore, be 
actuated by any personal objection to any; but if 
these officers were to be allowed a preference ove 








and 
stice 
thful 
yn 

» the 
onee 
and 
; and 
* this 
vy of 
llow- 


e, be 
but if 


> over 





a 


